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Prepare Yourself  for Worship 

So you, and many others, are now worshiping    
digitally because of an order from your governor to 
Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Quarantine or, my 
personal favorite, Hoosier Hunker Down. (Well 
done, Indiana.) These restrictions affect not just 
worship but small group meetings and Bible stud-
ies, council meetings and youth group activities. 
Much, perhaps most, of this life during COVID-19 is 
digital right now. 

Soon, though, the novelty may wear off. 

Now that we’ve been sheltering in place for a 
month, there’s a danger of losing both our connec-
tivity to one another and our commitment 
to continuing this practice in these limited ways. 
How can you foster feelings of connection with 
God, with your community and with the worship ex-
perience? How can worship remain a priority for 
you not just in theory but in practice? 

Preparation now matters more than ever. Many 
congregations, when they gather, hear a leader 
say, “Prepare your hearts and minds for worship.” 
Now, though, we’re called beyond hearts and 
minds. We’re called to prepare hearths and selves, 
the physical spaces of our homes and the bodies 
we bring to digital worship. Below are five sugges-
tions for magnifying your experience of digital wor-
ship. 

First, though, a disclaimer: This isn’t advice for how 
to create the best technological experience. There’s 
value in the right sound settings, turning 
your microphone off, and the like, but this is about 
the space in which your technology is set and how 
to more fully engage worship in that place. 

1. Set (and choose) the space. 

If you’re having trouble feeling like you’re at wor-
ship, take a look around. Are there dirty clothes 
strewn across the couch? Dirty dishes on the table? 
Garbage bags waiting to be taken out? Don’t get me 
wrong, those are all realities in my house! But they 
often distract me when I’m trying to engage in      
reflective and attentive worship. So we’ve set aside 
our guest bedroom as a space where we don’t leave 
messes, where we clean and organize regularly, 
where we try to align the feeling of the space with 
the purpose of worship. 

Not that God needs a tidy space, but removing    
distractions helps us to focus ourselves more on 
holy purposes. If you don’t have a bedroom to 
spare, prioritize a corner of the kitchen table or a 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/covid-19/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/technology/
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section of the family room to set in order, and prioritize 
worship for at least the time that you’re planning to 
worship. 

2. Utilize images. 

Art is a vital element of worship. Since the earliest 
Christian gatherings, words, images and artifacts have 
played central roles. Of course, the words of Scripture, 
both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, exem-
plify various kinds of linguistic art: poetry and narra-
tive, song and prose, and advice. Soon, paintings, 
drawings and, eventually, icons became central parts 
of the church’s worship. 

Many elements, such as the altar and candlesticks, as 
well as the cup and plate (also known as the chalice 
and paten) of communion, contain types of decorating, 
from the simple to the ornate. For your own space, 
consider projecting or printing your favorite religious 
image that raises up community—an icon of Jesus 
and the disciples, for instance—to help focus you on 
Christ and his community. Consider hanging a cross 
and displaying your favorite Bible, open to your favor-
ite passage. 

How can worship remain a priority for you not just in 
theory but in practice? 
 
3. Remember your baptism. 

One way to mark an entrance into worship is 
to splash yourself with holy water. Many churches 
place the baptismal font at the main entrance, 
to signify baptism’s role as the traditional entrance into 
Christian community. Whenever I pass a font in the 
church, I dip my finger in the water and mark a sign of 
the cross on my head. 

Consider, then, as you prepare for digital worship 
events, wetting your hand and marking your forehead 
with the cross of Christ. Do you have a favorite deco-
rative bowl? Consider fusing the art and the baptismal 
remembrance by filling the bowl and bringing it into the 
space you’ve set aside. 

4. Light up your world. 

Most churches utilize candles in some way. Originally, 
this was the only way to light a home at night. Eventu-
ally, candles lit large temples and then catacombs for 
worship. With the advent of electricity, candles be-
came more theologically useful. The lighting of can-
dles signified God’s presence, particularly in the plac-

es where the holiest things happened: around 
altars, pulpits and the font. One candle, 
the Paschal Candle, is lit to symbolize Christ’s 
presence. 

In your home-based worship space, light a can-
dle to signify the presence of God with you, in 
your home. The warmth of the flame may re-
mind you of God’s comfort, and 
the flickering light of God’s constant movement. 

5. Sing it loud, say it proud! 

Once worship begins, whether you’re by your-
self or with family, it can feel a bit awkward to 
join in litanies, to pray aloud or to sing along the 
way you would in the sanctuary with your 
church. Remember, though, that worship is in-
herently participatory. 

So when you pray, pray with fervor. Let the 
words resonate from deep within you. When 
you sing, do it, as John Wesley said, “lustily, 
and with good courage!” (Yes, he really said 
that, and I agree.) Shout to the Lord with joy 
and passion. There’s no shame in passionate 
worship, no matter if you’re surrounded by hun-
dreds, gathered with dozens or alone behind a 
screen, connected to the community through 
the internet. 

Drew Tucker is the university pastor and director of the 
Center for Faith and Learning at Capital University, 
Columbus, Ohio. Follow him 
at @lutheranfriartucker on Insta-
gram, @FriarTuckTweets on Twitter, Facebook.com/
AndrewJacobTucker or his website, friartucker.com.  

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/How_do_we_use_a_Paschal_Candle.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/lutheranfriartucker/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/friartucktweets
https://www.facebook.com/AndrewJacobTucker
https://www.facebook.com/AndrewJacobTucker
http://www.friartucker.com/
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O God, where hearts are 

fearful and constricted, grant 

courage and hope. Where 

anxiety is infectious and 

widening, grant peace and 

reassurance. Where 

impossibilities close every 

door and window, grant 

imagination and resistance. 

Where distrust twists our 

thinking, grant healing and 

illumination. Where spirits 

are daunted and weakened, 

grant soaring wings and 

strengthened dreams. All 

these things we ask in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

PRAYER FOR TIME OF 

CONFLICT 

 

Communion Bread Recipe 

Want to take Pastor Tucker’s advice and make some    

special bread for your communion table at home?   

Here is a recipe brought to you from a recent “Living      

Lutheran” 

 
1 1/2 cups plus 1 tablespoon whole wheat flour 
3/4 cup white flour 
3/4 teaspoon baking soda 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoon oil 
3 tablespoon honey 
3/4 cup hot water 

Mix dry ingredients. Add oil, honey and water. 
Knead well for 5 minutes. Divide into 6 sections. 
Roll into 6-inch pieces like pancakes about the size 
of your hand outstretched, and place onto greased 
cookie sheet. Score in two directions to make    
pieces at least 1/2 inch by 1 inch. Bake 10 minutes 
at 350 degrees. Makes about 150 pieces. 

Notes: For scoring and cutting, a pizza cutter works 
well. Make sure pieces are big enough to dip into 
wine and juice easily. (I actually try to square off my 
pieces before baking and do not score but just cut 
after the rectangles bake!) These pieces freeze well 
in a freezer bag.    Recipe makes 150 pieces. 
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Paul and Linda Widmer worked with Wayne Russell to set up a 

distribution center in the parking lot of HTLC. 

Delivery gals, Helen Hoffman and Deb Pohlenz are loaded up and ready to stop by with a meal from The Homestead. 

    HTLC Food  

    Assistance 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ask yourself, “Where are 
we in the midst of this 
Plague, Pandemic, 
Storm?”  
 

We don’t know what next week holds, but we do need to 
place our faith in Christ!  He asks us to “Welcome the 
Stranger, the Lost, and Those in Need.” 
 
Over the past several weeks HTLC gave out nearly 
$5,000 worth of food.  Frozen meals have been given to 
individuals furloughed from their jobs, guests of Lafa-
yette Transitional Housing, LUM shelter clients, group 
home residents, firefighters and members of our congre-
gation who find it difficult to get out and shop.   
    
Each week the number of those helped grows; an  addi-
tional $10,000 has been approved by Council to support 
this outreach. 
  
This effort is also helping a Local Small Business, The 
Homestead,  by purchasing goods and services and 
keeping their company viable. 
 
Funds had been donated and earmarked before the cri-
sis for special needs, HTLC has taken the opportunity to 
“Make A Difference.”  It is the right thing to do. 



 

 

In compliance with 
directives of the 
ELCA and state 
and local govern-
ment, the April 
2020 HTLC Council 
meeting was held 
online by email.  

  

Opening prayer 
and devotions were 
emailed prior to the 
meeting.   

Meeting began at 6:30 led by Nita Cunningham; a Motion 
was made and seconded to approve the April 2020 meet-
ing agenda. 

Attending via online conversation: Bob Montgomery, Nita 
Cunningham, Floyd Garrott, Pastor Doane, Michele    
Russell, Carolyn Claussen, Al Davis, Dave Krueger, Paul 
Widmer. 

Quorum was established and March 2020 Council meet-
ing Minutes were approved. 

 

Reports 

Pastor’s Report  - Report Submitted.   

Pastor Doane’s report focused on the rewards and chal-
lenges of online worship as we follow guidelines set out 
by ELCA and state and local government.    He thanked 
Tom Cavanaugh and Carol Letcher for their contributions 
to making online worship possible, and explained plans 
to communicate with members of the congregation.   

Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report 

Summary: Month Three of the Calendar Year 2020 - 
Target Percent is 25% 

INCOME:   $21,593 

Current Envelopes: Income for the month $21,105 which 
is $1,812 below monthly need of $22,917. 

Total Income YTD:  Income is above projection by 
$12,678 

EXPENSE:    Contained overall  

 

 

NET INCOME: 

 February:  Gain    $5,673 

 Year-to-Date:   Gain    $22,835 

CURRENT ASSETS 

 Total Balance: $325,636 

Thanks to the congregation for their faith filled 
giving during March utilizing US Mail and    
Vanco.  We were close to hitting the monthly 
goal.  Payment of some invoices were post-
poned but will be covered in April. 

The Finance Team presented a “spending 
freeze” as a precaution to reduced contribution 
expectations from fewer worship opportunities.  
Cash flow will be monitored very closely along 
with gentle reminders to the congregation of our 
base ministries’ need of funding.   

In Review:   

Advertising 

Contract Custodian 

Upgrading of technology for improved re-
cording/broadcasting of worship services. 

 

May we truly recognize the abundance in which 
we live. 

Albert Davis, Treasurer 

 A Motion was made, seconded, and passed to 
approve the March 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Old  Business 

New Business 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and 
reconvene at a later date using a different form 
of online communication.  The motion was not 
seconded.   

Paul Widmer presented a request for $10,000 
from Designated Funds, Specials to continue 
food distribution during the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic and subsequent economic crisis.  A 
motion was made, seconded, and passed to 
provide funds for continuation of this ministry.   
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APRIL 13, 2020 COUNC IL HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

Committee Reports: 

Due to restrictions on group meetings, committees 
did not meet in March.  The technology and property 
committees submitted updates of plans online.   

At 8:20 p.m., a motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to adjourn the meeting.  

The meeting closed, ending in prayer.   

Next meeting:  Monday, May 11, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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APRIL COUNCIL  CONTINUED 

COVID has changed the way that we operate here at 
Family Promise. We miss seeing our volunteers during 
the week, meal- time, and even the occasional visits 
we receive just to see how we are doing and if there 
are any needs. Gathering and rallying together to offer 
encouragement in support to help families in our com-
munity succeed is what we do, it just looks a bit differ-
ently now. As a precaution, I stopped volunteer sign-
ups and meals mid-March. This was an attempt to 
lessen the potential spread, even before shelter in 
pace and social distancing was mandated in our area 
and pretty much nationwide. We were blessed to 
simply ask local restaurants if they could help us with 
meals and many answered the call. We also reached 
out to community partners to help us with masks be-
cause orders have been backlogged extending into 
late May and even June and once again, people 
stepped up. I sent an email about monetary donations, 
supplies and even the hard- to- find thermometers and 
again, you all delivered.  

Up until April 1, we operated a full house of five fami-
lies, averaging at least 20 people per day. Now, we 
are operating at half capacity in shelter to support so-
cial distancing. It’s just not smart to have 20 plus peo-
ple in one house during this time.  We are working with 
Lafayette Transitional Housing to shelter people in ho-
tels for a while before bringing them to shelter. This 
helps us to monitor symptoms as best we can before 
we bring them to shelter. However, even with this plan, 
at least for the next month, we will only house three 
families in shelter, but we will continue to provide case 
management, resources, and support to at least two 
other families in hotels as well. 

 If anything, it is even more evident that pandemics do 
not stop crisis. People still need help. In fact, once 

moratorium on evictions end, stimulus and un-
employment benefits end, we anticipate seeing 
a sharp increase in people needing assis-
tance.  Knowing this, we are working with local, 
state, and even national partners to plan as 
best as we can for the upswing. I will continue 
to keep you all abreast of changes that we will 
be making. We are still collecting personal hy-
giene supplies, cleaning supplies, and mone-
tary donations. Also, if you would like to 
“sponsor” a dinner by providing the ingredients 
or purchasing from a local restaurant on any 
Monday or Friday in May or June, please con-
tact me. Additionally, our annual Homeward 
Bound walk is virtual this year! Please go to 
https://greaterlafayettehomewardbound.com  to 
help Family Promise and our community part-
ners LTHC, Valley Oaks, and Homestead as 
we raise awareness about homelessness. The 
walk and giving ends on Wednesday 4/22 so 
you still have time to join us. 

Lastly, our case manager, Allison, and our shel-
ter caretaker, Dave will be leaving us within the 
next few weeks. Both have been great addi-
tions to the team here at Family Promise and 
will be greatly missed. If you know anyone with 
social work experience and may be a good fit 
for the work, we do here at Family Promise, 
please have them contact me. 

Once again, thank you for your support. I am 
encouraged and our hands are strengthened to 
extend help with a spirit of compassion and ex-
cellence.  

Stay safe,                     Nakeshia 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

https://greaterlafayettehomewardbound.com/
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LTHC's COVID-19 Response: April 21, 2020 

We are in this together! 

LTHC would like to thank the many of you who have made donations of money and "stuff." Both have allowed 
us to have quick responses to the ever-evolving COVID-19 situation. Whether we've had to purchase more 
cots or cleaning supplies or pay for hotel to keep our high-risk guests out of harm's way, your donations have 
helped. And most importantly, LTHC is housing people as quickly as we possibly can.  

 President/CEO Jennifer Layton often says that it takes a village. And of course, she is right. We thank you 
for being a part of ours.  

LTHC      
invites  
you to  
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are truly able to pass along the feder-
al stimulus money that is coming your way, 
LTHC would greatly appreciate it (but don't 
send if you need it). With each $1,200 we 
receive, we can get an individual into hous-
ing! 

 At any given time, including right now, we 
have about 25-30 guests who are "stuck" 
being homeless while they are saving up for 
the deposit and first month's rent -- they 
have an income to sustain themselves in 
housing but not the up front expenses. By 
donating your stimulus check to LTHC, we 
can get people into housing more quickly! 

Please don't think this is a COVID-19   
only opportunity -- we have guests in 
this position year-round!  

Tax Info re: Donations 

With all of the changes right now, LTHC wanted to 
make sure we updated you on changes to charitable 
donations right now as well. 

Outlined within the 900-page CARES Act under 
section 2204, donors can now use a universal tax 
deduction of up to $300 on their 2020 tax return if 
they take the standard deduction. This provision 
reinstates the opportunity for gifts of all sizes to 
qualify as tax deductible.  

 While this above-the-line deduction doesn’t ap-
ply to donors who itemize their deductions, an 
additional tax incentive that increases the cap on 
charitable contributions from 60% of your AGI to 
100% will benefit itemizers, too! 

 If you have questions, please contact Chief Develop-
ment Officer Jennifer Shook at jshook@lthc.net.  

mailto:jshook@lthc.net
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Dear Missionary Sponsoring Congregation: 
 
Many churches the world over have suspended public 
services due to COVID-19. This is certainly lamentable. 
But as people of the Resurrection, we look forward to life 
on the other side of this crisis, just as we joyfully antici-
pate life on the other side of the grave. Although we are 
unable now to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together, we 
know that the risen Lord Jesus Christ is in our midst!  

Currently, my country of service, Singapore, is under a 
near lock-down, with about 80% of the labor force working 
from home. Members of the public are to stay home and 
wear a mask when going out, with few exceptions—
violators will be fined! Restaurants are only doing takeout 
orders; there is no dining in. The Prime Minister of Singa-
pore, Mr. Lee Hsien Loong, has appeared on television 
several times, most lately to encourage elderly people to 
stay home and all others to maintain physical distancing 
from the elderly (who are especially vulnerable to COVID-
19). There are few riders on buses and trains, and they 
are widely spaced apart. Public transportation services 
have accordingly been reduced.   

The school where I teach courses in Christian worship, 
Trinity Theological College, is technically “closed,” but we 
are still conducting classes online, mostly through Zoom 
meetings. Course assignments are now fewer because 
(1) our library is closed and (2) students are finding it diffi-
cult to study at home due to caring for children and other 
family members while home. For certain, there will be no 
graduation service in May, although there will still be 
some kind of public awarding of degrees—probably 
streamed live over the internet—and students will still 
graduate.  

Despite the disruptions at our school 
and in the society of Singapore,  we 
are coping. We are learning what is 
really important (our health, our fami-
lies), and we are learning to be thankful 
for every good gift of God, including 
each new day.   

I was scheduled for missionary home 
assignment this year, but I doubt that 
this will happen.  I will miss the oppor-
tunity to make contact especially with 
those congregations that have been so 
faithful and generous in their support of 
me over the last 20 years. These con-
gregations all have my deepest thanks.  

Best wishes and God’s blessings!  

Rev Dr Jeff Truscott 
Trinity Theological College—Singapore 

Greetings from HTLC’s Missionary in Singapore 

Pictures depict a vibrant ministry underway before virus 

restrictions prevented gatherings. 
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LET ’S CELEBRATE  

May Birthdays 
 

2      Tanner Ritchie    
3      Randy Uerkwitz 
4      Cynthia Ferguson-Holderbaum,  
        Darcy Ferguson, Martha Klemm 
5      Gunter Kohlhaw 
8      Larry Mussche, Sue Frederick 
10    Lainey Lee 
12    Kenneth Rude 
13    Sue Phebus 
14    David Krueger, Don Lambert,  
        Jim Schrier, Rhonda Vogelgesang 
16    Daryl Gillespie, Jody Brummet 
17    Bev Melichar, Jynsen Mussche 
18    Creighton Suter 
22    Dorothy Sisken 
23    Stephanie Crowe 
24    Chuck Guarino 
25    Patricia Koning 
26    James Holmes 
28    Leonard Rogers 
29    Connie Carey 

 
May Anniversaries 
  
             2       Bill & Betsy Hillery 
             8       Floyd & Pat Garrott 

12      Greg & Cindi Rooze,  
           Arlan Stavnheim & Patricia Rosebrock 
14       Pat & Kim Whiteaker 
24       Ivan & Rhonda Vogelgesang 
28       Hahns & Deb Pohlenz 
29       Randy & Janell Uerkwitz 

Adopt A Spot 

HTLC has a tradition of inviting congregation 

members to help beautify the grounds of our 

church through “Adopt A Spot.”   

We have gardeners of every age, gardening   

aptitude, and commitment level.  Maybe you 

would like to start small with just pulling weeds 

under a tree or maintaining a pot of flowers next 

to the building.   

There is a bulletin board with details on the wall 

next to the coat room (or just call Wayne Rus-

sell) for information about open spots and tips 

on getting started.   

Wayne sends along thanks to returning Adopt-

ees who’ve agreed to garden again in 2020. 

Mulch is available in the parking lot for adopters 

to use in preparing their areas for the year 

ahead. 
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During this time of quiet, Sue Davis asked a few 

folks for ways that God is present and a help…. 

Nell Kretzschmar (Sue Davis’ favorite mask-maker): 

My coping has not been the best today so had to wait until I settled 
down.  One of my stress relievers is to sew simple things.  I do Lutheran 
World Relief stuff , lap robes for shut ins, and of course  making ba-
by quilts to keep up with great grands (john's 15th one is on the way).  I 
started making masks making sure we had a mask if John needed to go 
out for any reason.  I made some for the many people who have been 
helping us.  Then came neighbors and anyone else who asked me. I have 
joined the Lafayette Facebook group who have send hundreds to various 
community service agencies, but I have just continued to made 8 or 10 
a day and people ask for them and I give them away.    

Anyhow, I tried to figure out what you might need from me.  Today I  
actually sat down to do my daily devotion.  When I read the scripture, I 
knew what I needed to say.  

Philippians 1: 22 tells me " if I am to go on living in the body, This will 
mean fruitful labor for me."  Making personal washable masks for 
those who ask me, is my purpose right now, it is my fruitful labor.  I 
need to be reminded of purpose.  It is so easy to be depressed with so 
many things that bring joy being eliminated from my life by the pan-
demic.  Sewing these masks and for LWR are 2 ways I can contribute 
while I am isolated.  God is good all the time. 

Sue Lambert Marching band could 
save your life! (I've often said band 
should qualify as a Life Skills class---
math, geography, organizational, 
scheduling, teamwork, first aid--if you 
march near the percussion or trom-
bones--and discipline.)  

https://www.facebook.com/sue.lambert.161?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDIyMzE1OTg4NDkzMTg3M18xMDIyMzE2MDA4OTMzNjk4Mw%3D%3D
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Ways that God is present and helping…. 

 Story from a couple of behind-the-scenes members… 

 God set things in motion months ago by putting us in a Sunday 
School class together.  We generally did not go to adult ed, but the topic was 
of interest and we enjoyed forming some new friendships. 
 
It turns out our new friend developed some health issues that confined her to home.   
Since she lives alone with family in another state, I began checking in with her and 
learned that grocery shopping had become nearly impossible for her.  She does have 
an independent streak, so it took a bit of charm to get a weekly routine established.  
Now she gives me a list and my husband and I hit the store midweek to keep her in      
supplies.  It is satisfying to restock the refrigerator and feel confident that she is 
ready for a new week. 
 
She is a bright and engaging lady with a wicked sense of humor; she blessed us as  
       much as we have blessed her.  My table is graced with a beautiful spring bouquet     

  that she sent to our home.  It reminds me of how God intends for us to share   
His love with others. 

Paul and Linda Widmer: 

“We knew we needed to help.  God called us to action; there was no op-

tion.”  Linda and Paul have deep roots in the Greater Lafayette/Benton 

County community.  They knew there are folks flying under the media radar 

that needed encouragement and some help. 

People newly out of work, small business owners trying to figure out how to 

survive and quiet souls at home without access to a lot of social services 

were on the Widmers’ hearts.  They have been gratified to see working  

people from SIA, substitute teachers, and home-bound folks benefit from 

the HTLC weekly outreach effort.  Some recipients seemed uncomfortable 

accepting help, but were very appreciative as they related snippets of their 

stories.   

Although HTLC didn’t have an established food pantry and there is some 

level of risk associated with launching such an effort, Linda said several 

times that “We just need to keep the faith.”   So they have led us forward 

with the assurance that what God has put in action will be a blessing. 
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Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 

On Sunday, our Gospel Lesson was Luke’s story of 

“The Walk to Emmaus” in which the risen Christ is 

revealed in the breaking of the bread.  We also focused 

on the hearts of Cleopas and his friend as they set out 

towards Emmaus from Jerusalem.  The eleven disciples 

and other believers had been gathered together since 

Jesus was crucified and buried on Friday.  Now it was 

the third day, the first day of the week.  

 

Early on that same morning, the first day of the week, 

some women from their group went to the tomb and 

found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty.  

They ran back to the disciples, telling them not only 

about the empty tomb, but that they had seen a vision 

of angels who told them “He is Risen.”  Others ran to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said, mi-

nus the vision of angels.  They all, that is the men in 

the group, thought what the women had told them to 

be an idle tale.  So later in the day, Cleopas and his 

friend set off for Emmaus.  Maybe they needed dis-

tance from the 

sorrow in that 

place.  But they 

left with disap-

pointment in 

their hearts.  

They said to the 

stranger they 

met on the road, 

“We had 

hoped.” 

 

 

I think we can 

identify with 

Cleopas and his 

friend.  These days we find ourselves waiting 

for good news.  We had hoped by now the 

pandemic would be over.  We had hoped a 

cure would have been found.  We had hoped 

there would be a vaccine that renders the   vi-

rus unable to infect us.  We had hoped things 

would return to normal.  We had hoped we 

would gather again for worship come May.  

Like Cleopas and his friend, “we had hoped.” 

 

My brothers and sisters, now is not the time to 

give in or give up.  We are waiting for all those 

good things to happen.  But we must be aware 

of how God is active all around us.  I am so 

encouraged by your generosity in continuing 

to support the ministry of Holy Trinity.  We 

are still able to worship on Sunday mornings.  

We are still able to support food pantries and 

ministry to homeless people and families.  We 

are providing much needed food support to 

families and individuals who have been laid 

off or whose income has suffered deep reduc-

tions. 

 

I am so encouraged by the stories that keep 

coming out of how neighbors are helping each 

other; of how generosity doesn’t just come 

from the wealthy, but even from those who 

can least afford to be generous, but still give, 

out of care for their neighbors; of people who 

share in ways so that our hearts can be lifted 

up, even now.  Even now. 

 

Let that be our answer to “We had hoped.”  

Let us say, “we shall not be moved because 

“Even Now, Even Now” God is at work in our 

world and in our lives.” Bishop Gafkjen has 

Even Now...God is at Work Among Us  

Pastor Doane’s Message 
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for some time now been reminding us of 

Isaiah 43:17, 

“Do not remember the former 

things, or consider the things of 

old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? I will make a way in 

the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert.” 

 
The eyes of Cleopas and his friend were 

opened in the breaking of the bread.  Let 

our eyes be opened, too.  As we gather 

each week to receive Christ’s body and 

blood may our eyes be opened not only 

see what God is doing, but to be part of 

what God is doing. 

 

Thank you for your support of our live 

stream worship on Sunday morning at 9:30 

AM.  I appreciate you sharing your obser-

vations, experience and suggestions for 

our Live Stream.  It has truly been a learn-

ing curve for me to conduct worship “live” 

in front of a camera.  I am so very grateful 

to Tom Cavanaugh for providing technical 

leadership.  Also thank you to Don Lam-

bert, Morgan Benner and Bill Hillery who I know have pro-

vided technical support.  I am also very grateful to Carol 

Letcher for providing music leadership in our worship.  Car-

ol’s playing is uplifting and inspirational.  I am grateful to 

Sue Lambert for her work in keeping us running and in 

touch. 

 

The “Stay at Home” directive issued by Governor Holcomb 

will expire on May 1, 2020 at 11:59 PM.  But the directive 

states it may be extended “if the outbreak warrants it.”  Bish-

op Gafkjen advises caution and erring on the side of safety 

when considering continuing public worship in our build-

ings.  In his most recent Pastoral Letter, Bishop Gafkjen 

states, “It is crucial that we not endanger ourselves or anyone 

else by lunging headlong into in-person gatherings without 

due consideration, caution, and care.”   

 

It is hard to know what to expect in the coming weeks.  For 

now, we will continue to Live Stream at 9:30 AM on Sunday 

morning.  In the meantime, let’s stay in touch with each oth-

er.  Call someone you know who lives alone.  If you live 

alone call a friend or call me.  I’d love to talk with you.  We 

can still be the Church even when we are apart from one an-

other.  We can be the Church because We Are The Church.  

We are people of faith who believe and profess,               

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Pastor David  
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• Toy and Clothes Shoppers 

• Knitters and Quilters 

• Picture takers 

• Table, Chair and Gift Movers 

• Battery Brigade 

• Gift Wrappers, Kitchen team and 

Basket  Movers 

Dear People of God of the Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod, 

As we continue our journey through the fifty 
days of Easter, I must admit that I am weary 
of walking the coronavirus wilderness. I have 
little doubt that you are weary, too. This has 
been such a challenging time as we live at a 
distance from one another with so much anxi-
ety and uncertainty, in a world where borders 
and boundaries – of time and space, work 
and home, self and relationships – have be-
come so ambiguous and, in some cases, in-
discernible. Not to mention that many of us 
are concerned about the future of our congre-
gations and ministries and the way forward is 
so unclear. 

Yet, as Easter people – those who know both 
the agony of loss and fear and the power and 
presence of the One who appears behind 
locked doors and comes up alongside those 
who walk the way of dashed hopes and de-
flated dreams – we are empowered to move 
forward together, trusting that God is present 
and rendering resurrection even now, giving 
ourselves away the best that we can in cross-
shaped love and service to our neighbor, and 
being patient and intentional in living one 
step at a time into God’s unfolding future. Af-
ter all, I don’t think Jesus was talking only 
about the afterlife when he proclaimed and 
promised, “Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be al-
so” (John 14:1-3). Already Jesus is circling 
back from preparing a place for us in the fu-
ture to take us to himself and into that dwell-
ing place just over the horizon. 

 

 

 

 

  Message from Bishop Bill Gafkjen  As conversation and debate have 
begun about “reopening America” 
and we begin imagining when 

and how we will move forward faith-
fully in our life together as the body 
of Christ, it is more important than 
ever to be patient, intentional,  
prayerful, Christ-centered and cross
-focused, and committed to the 
common good and the well-being of 
every neighbor. I am convinced by 
medical leaders, including the CDC, 
that we will not be able to just flip a 
switch and be back to what we once 
knew as normal. This will be a slow, 
gradual, months-long process and 
its pace will be different in different 
places across the synod territory. 

I am also convinced that the “new 
normal” we are beginning to move 
toward will be very different from 
life before Lent 2020. Isaiah’s words 
(43:17ff) on God’s behalf, which I 
have so often referred to over the 
last nine years, are as important for 
us to hear now as they were for our 
ancient ancestors in faith who lan-
guished in exile. 

Do not remember the former 
things, or consider the things 
of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

This passage follows Isaiah’s re-
counting of the way God delivered 
God’s people previously, through 
the Red Sea and wilderness wander-
ings. Is God suggesting that the 
people forget those stories of past 
deliverance? I don’t think so. The 
stories – like the stories we tell one 
another about how God got us or 
our congregation through an incred-
ibly hard time in the past – remind 
us that God delivers, God saves, 
God makes a way and a place for 
God’s people. But the next deliver-
ance, the next way and place, will 
look and be different from the last 
one. If we expect and look for the 
new normal to be the same as the 
previous normal, we may very well 

Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen  
indeed! 

 
 Alleluia! 
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In many ways, this tragic crisis is accelerating 
the deep and significant changes in the ways 
we are and will be church together, how we 
proclaim and embody the Good News of Jesus 
crucified and risen for the life of the world, 
and how we love and serve and work with our 
neighbors. God is at work, even now, and will 
continue to lead us forward. Discerning the 
path forward calls for patience and intentional-
ity, prayer and collaboration, trust in God and 
cruciform commitment to the well-being of our 
neighbor. 

As both governors begin to consider how and 
when things will reopen, I invite all the lead-
ers, congregations, and ministries of the Indi-
ana-Kentucky mission territory, to be aware of 
and to align with the recommendations, guide-
lines, and mandates that are and will be in 
place. This is going to be a long rolling-out; 
some people think perhaps as long as 6, 8, or 
even 18 months. It is crucial that we not en-
danger ourselves or anyone else by lunging 
headlong into in-person gatherings without 
due consideration, caution, and care. In com-
ing days and weeks, my office will offer some 
guidelines and suggestions for gentle, gradual, 
helpful, and healthy ways to ease into new re-
alities. 

For now, it is crucial that deacons, pastors, 
other leaders and ministers, and congregation-

  Bishop Bill Gafkjen message continued 

al leadership and members begin 
prayerful conversation about next 
steps. Here are some resources: that 
may be helpful for you to share and 
discuss: 

Like the disciples walking the road to 
Emmaus, we are in this together and 
for the long haul, dear people of God. 
The crucified and risen Jesus walks 
with us to draw us deep into God’s 
Word, into our companionship and 
collaboration with one another, into 
our love for our neighbors, and into 
the future. I give thanks to God for 
you and pray for you daily (and 
more!). 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace be with you, 

The Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen,  

Bishop 

• 24 questions to consider before people return: https://bit.ly/2zq744s. This blog post 
is from a Baptist Christian educator. His context and theology are a bit different from 
most of ours, but he asks some important questions. Review of his questions may al-
so spark other questions that you need to consider for your particular community. I 
would add, for example, “What have we learned from this experience that can shape 
our future?” and “What is sustainable in the practices we ’ve developed and engaged, 
and what do we need to let go?” 

• The CDC is reminding us that water in unused buildings can become contaminated. 
They recommend that someone stop by the church to flush toilets and run faucets 
occasionally:  https://bit.ly/2XZ4EEb 

• Indiana Stay-At-Home FAQ: https://www.in.gov/gov/3232.htm 

• The CDC’s “Opening Up America Again”: https://bit.ly/2Y16a8S 

• Indiana Guidelines and Recommendations for Places of Worship: https://
bit.ly/3cH7NMP 

• Kentucky benchmarks for reopening the economy: https://governor.ky.gov/covid19 
(Look for the action on 4/20/2020 and click on the link “announced benchmarks”) 

• “Coming Back Together as Congregations,” recommendations from three Texas 
ELCA bishops: https://bit.ly/2KsLcI3 

• The Indiana-Kentucky Synod’s online collection of resources related to COVID-19: 
https://iksynod.org/covid-19-resources/ 

Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen  
indeed! 

 
 Alleluia! 

https://bit.ly/2zq744s
https://bit.ly/2XZ4EEb
https://www.in.gov/gov/3232.htm
https://bit.ly/2Y16a8S
https://bit.ly/3cH7NMP
https://bit.ly/3cH7NMP
https://governor.ky.gov/covid19
https://bit.ly/2KsLcI3
https://iksynod.org/covid-19-resources/
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Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 

Graduation is coming!  Get ready for a 

celebration of Alex Brown’s accomplish-

ments (at a time-to-be determined). 

Alex holds the pole position among the 

kids in his family and can be depended 

upon to be a good role model for his 

younger brother and sister.  He’s quick 

to spot a lady needing assistance with a 

load of boxes, help with taking down a 

Christmas tree or serving as Crucifer 

when we have a special service. 

Not only does Alex make himself a    

welcome sight at church, he’s also an 

admired senior at Benton Central High 

School.  He has been learning about the 

construction trade as part of BC’s well-

regarded Building Trades program.  He’s 

heading to college next year to continue 

study in that field.  Check out his      

summary briefing posted on his school 

Facebook page. 

 

His family is waiting patiently for news 

about a graduation date and the all clear 

to throw a party to honor Alex. Watch for 

more details as plans are finalized. 

Wait for It!!!! 


