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Parish Care Team Forming 

The Parish Care Team will begin its first training 

session on May 22, 9am.-11:30am at the church.   

The session will equip the parish callers in the ba-

sics of Caring Conversation with every household 

in the congregation. 

Caring Conversa-

tions are fundamen-

tal to being a caring 

community.   Devel-

oping listening skills 

helps to understand 

and support one an-

other on our life’s 

journey.   The Holy 

Spirit works through 

these conversations 

to bind us together 

in faith, hope, and 

love. 

The process is simple. Each parish caller will con-

tact four or five households each month to check-in 

and see how they ae doing. Four questions will 

give structure to the conversations. The callers will 

report any needs for support to the Parish Care 

Team coordinators. During the pastoral vacancy 

retired pastors Jim Lichtenberger and Will Peugeot 

will be available for specific pastoral care needs. 

Pastor of record, Randy Schoeder is available for 

emergency pastoral care. 

One of the insights of living through the pandemic 

has been how much of our connection to one an-

other depends upon gathering. When we see each 

other regularly, caring conversations hap-

pen quite naturally. Pastor Jim in one ser-

mon encouraged us to call people whom 

we have not seen for a while. The work-

shop on grief encouraged us to find ways 

to support each person without meeting. 

The formation of the Parish Callers was in-

spired by this insight. 

Parish Care Team coordinators Stan Har-
low, Nita Cunningham and Will Peugeot 
are looking for a few more people to make 
four or five calls per month to members and 
friends of Holy Trinity. If you would like to 
be a member of this team, please contact 
them. (Stan – 765-743-8590, Nita 317-213-
2984, Will 765-426-6251) 
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Patricia S. Garrott and her husband, Floyd, 
were childhood sweethearts growing up in Bat-
tle Ground, Indiana, where they raised their 
family and eventually moved to West Lafayette. 
Pat earned a BS in sociology and an MS in Coun-
seling & Personnel Services, both from Purdue 
University. She and Floyd are members of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church and have three grown 
children (all who have earned at least one de-
gree from Purdue) and four grandchildren. She 
has increased her service to the community 
since retiring as the Senior Executive Associate 
Director for the Center for Career Opportunities 
at Purdue. 

At LUM, Pat has been volunteering with 
the Good Samaritan Program for over six 
years — and was one of the founding volunteers 
of the Immigration Clinic when it was estab-
lished in 2014. She still occasionally teaches Cit-
izenship Classes but regularly volunteers, one 
morning a week, meeting clients who need 
emergency financial assistance. Pat shared that,      

 

 

 

 

“LUM is a wonderful thing in our         
community. My role is so rewarding. 
LUM only pays a portion of what the 
family needs but more importantly we 
share  other community resources, give 
them the tools they need to begin to       
develop skills to be more self-sufficient, 
which in turn gives them hope and      
dignity.”  

Pat Garrott a Lafayette      

Urban Ministry Superstar  

Volunteer 

Pat & Floyd are also LUM donors. 

“We’re comfortable giving to LUM be-
cause we know that all of the money is 
going to help local children and fami-
lies,” 

Pat stated. 

In the community, Pat also volunteers working 
with fifth grade students in Battle Ground with 
a reading initiative and serves on a local library 
board of directors. For fun, she travels, spends 
lots of time with her grandchildren, attends 
Purdue sports (women’s basketball, men’s bas-
ketball and football) as well as Purdue stage 
shows and Butler basketball games (her hus-
band’s alma mater). Pat also enjoys spending 
time with her mother who is 94 years old. 

Pat encourages others to volunteer regularly 
with LUM, especially the recently retired, shar-
ing that, 

“It will give YOU back so much more 
than you can ever give.” 

This article, written by Pablo Malavenda, is reprinted with permis-

sion from LUM’s April 2021 web news. 

http://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/good-samaritan-program/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/immigration-clinic/


 

 

Spring Speaker Series Continues 
 

A timely and compelling new look at three key women in the biblical narrative 
Among the mostly male-dominated narratives in Scripture, the stories of women 
can be game-changing. In this book Debbie Blue looks closely at Hagar 
(mother of Islam), Esther (Jewish heroine), and Mary (Christian matriarch)--and 
finds in them unexpected and inviting new ways of navigating faith and life. As 
she sets out to explore these biblical characters who live and move in places 
and ways outside of the strict boundaries of tradition, Blue encounters many 
real life characters who challenge her expectations and renew her hope--a 
Muslim tattoo artist, a Saudi Arabian sculptor, a rabbi in a Darth Vader cos-
tume, Aztec dancers at a feast of Guadalupe, an Islamic feminist scholar, and 
more. Readers who embark with Blue on the sometimes unorthodox, subver-
sive paths of these curious and lively figures will be led to envision more expan-
sive and hopeful possibilities for faith, human connection, and love in our divid-
ed, violent world. 

 
Saturday May 8 at 2pm Eastern.   You may come to HTLC to view the session 
in-person or join the Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87201849387 
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A Note from a Torch  
Superstar Volunteer:  Stan 
Harlow 
 

 
Please consider participating 
in this May 23rd event.  The 
goal is to help raise funds for 
the Kairos community to re-
enter the prison.  We are 
seeking sponsors and dona-
tions.  Your whole family can 
come out and walk a nicely 
wooded sidewalk path 
around the facility.   
 
Stan Harlow will be there 
and has room for more folks 
in his car.  Contact him at
(harlow@purdue.edu) if you 
are interested in walking or 
sponsoring someone. 

Presenter: Rev. Dr.    
Debbie Blue, House of 
Mercy Church, St. Paul, 
Minnesota 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87201849387
https://mail.htlcweb.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=cKttRbPrGFdQC7PBriIlwLUHVPoONlC9fLLiTVHN7sfg4UYifwrZCA..&URL=mailto%3aharlow%40purdue.edu
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LET ’S CELEBRATE  

 

PRAYER FOR  OUR CHURCH 

Wise and Creative God, 

We give you thanks for our church 

family and others outside our       

congregation helping us. 

During this time of change and       

uncertainty, we look for the stirring 

of  the Holy Spirit at work among us.  

We ask you to give us courage to 

take on challenges, vision to see the 

possibilities for ministry in a differ-

ent world, and the energy to step out 

of our nest of comfort to help. 

Draw us closer to you and inspire us 

to follow Jesus in loving one another. 

May Birthdays 

2      Tanner Ritchie    

3      Randy Uerkwitz 

4      Martha Klemm 

5      Gunter Kohlhaw 

8      Sue Frederick 

13    Sue Phebus 

14    David Krueger, Don Lambert,  

        Jim Schrier, Rhonda Vogelgesang 

16    Daryl Gillespie, Jody Brummet 

17    Bev Melichar 

22    Dorothy Sisken 

23    Stephanie Crowe 

24    Chuck Guarino 

 

May Anniversaries  

             2       Bill & Betsy Hillery 

             8       Floyd & Pat Garrott 

12      Arlan Stavnheim &  

          Patricia Rosebrock 

14       Pat & Kim Whiteaker 

24       Ivan & Rhonda Vogelgesang 

29       Randy & Janell Uerkwitz 

Let’s wear RED  

for Pentecost 

Sunday May 23rd 
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Irish author and artist Christy Brown was born 
in 1932 in Dublin, one of 22 children (13 of 
whom survived) belonging to a bricklayer and 
his wife. 
  
Christy was not like his siblings.  His body 
was ravaged by cerebral palsy.  
  
As a child he could not speak.  He exercised 
little control over his muscles.  Most observ-
ers concluded there was nothing of signifi-
cance happening inside his head.  Only his 
mother believed he was capable of learning. 
  
Christy did have one link to the outside 
world.  He could fully command the move-
ments of his left foot.  
  
When about five years old he stunned his 
parents by picking up a piece of chalk with 
his foot and writing the letter “A” on the kitch-
en floor.  Later he spelled out his first 
word:  “Mother.”  
  
It soon became clear that an extraordinary 
soul was imprisoned by an uncooperative 
body.  By holding a paintbrush with his left 
foot, Christy became a noteworthy artist.  He 
began to write.  

  
His struggles to overcome his monu-
mental physical obstacles were chron-
icled in his autobiography, My Left 
Foot, and became widely known 
through the 1989 movie of the same 
name.  Daniel Day-Lewis won the 
Best Actor Academy Award for his 
portrayal of Christy, and Brenda Frick-
er the Best Supporting Actress Oscar 
for her role as Christy’s mother.  
  
Despite his achievements, Christy’s 
world was largely one of darkness, 
bitterness, and despair.  He yearned 
for a measure of normalcy.  Could he 
ever experience a measure of self-
sufficiency?  Would he ever fall in love 
and be loved in return? 
  

His hopes began to rise when, at the age of 
17, he was interviewed by a group of thera-
pists in London.  They specialized in helping 
those afflicted by cerebral palsy. 
  
His heart soared when he heard Mrs. Collis 
speak the words he had always wanted to 
hear:  “Yes, you can be cured if you are pre-
pared to do lots of hard work over the next 
few years.  But…”  Christy continues the sto-
ry:  “And here she paused, looking steadily at 
me, and went on:  ‘You must first make a big 
sacrifice.  Nothing good is ever obtained with-
out one.  And yours is…you must resolve 
never to use your left foot again.’ 
  
“My left foot?  But that meant everything to 
me.  I could speak only with that.  Create only 
with that.  It was my only means of communi-
cation with the outside world, my only means 
of reaching the minds of other people and 
making myself articulate and intelligible.  The 
rest of me was useless, worthless.  And that 
one limb, my left foot, was the only workable 
limb in my whole body.  Without it I would be 
lost.  Silent.  Powerless.” 
  
Mrs. Collis explained that Christy would never 
walk, talk, or use his hands in a more normal 
manner unless he abandoned his depend-
ence on his left foot.  He might one day be 
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Going for the Best 
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From “Morning Reflections”    written by 

Glenn McDonald.   

Glenn is an ordained Presbyterian minister, 

has 33 years of congregational leadership 

experience, and is the author of ten books on 

discipleship and spiritual  formation.  

free to use it again - but not until its power 
over him was broken.  Everything else in 
his body was crippled, so to speak, be-
cause of his overwhelming focus on the 
one part of his body that worked. 
  
Brown writes:  “I must pay a big price, per-
haps even a cruel price, to win a bigger 
gain.  ‘I will,’ I said to Mrs. Collis.  She took 
my hand and pressed it.  ‘Good boy.  It’s 
not going to be easy… [but] the first step 
has been taken…’” 

  
In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says 
something equally stunning.  And frighten-
ing.  “If your right hand causes you to sin, 
cut if off and throw it away.  It is better for 
you to lose one part of your body than for 
your whole body to go into hell.” (Matthew 
5:30)  
  
Bible scholars agree that this is Middle 
Eastern hyperbole – a dramatic              
exaggeration.  Jesus is not counseling   
literal self-mutilation. 
  

(Continued from page 5) 

But he’s also not saying something 
trivial.  Real life requires supreme 
sacrifice.  If there is anything that is 
preventing us from being God’s per-
son, it has to go.  Now. 
  
It’s easy to comprehend that the 
“bad” parts of our lives must be cut 
off.  We need to walk away from the 
addiction.  The relationship that’s 
been wrong from the start.  That sin 
we’ve never revealed to  anybody. 
  
But Jesus unhesitatingly puts “good” 
things on the chopping block as 
well.  So often the good becomes 
the enemy of the best.  We're called 
to step back from the habits and the 
hobbies that seem quite innocent – 
except that they’re devouring all of 
the time and energy we might be 
giving to others.  Our career, our 
stuff, and our family relationships – 
all good things – cannot occupy the 
center stage that is reserved for God 
alone.  
  
It’s not easy to demote them.  How 
can we ever live without favoring our 
left foot? 
  
God will show us how.  
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Over the past year our youth have been involved in 
various activities outside of church.  They have ex-
celled in academic programs and extracurricular ac-
tivities.  Several youth were inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society; participated in sports (karate, 
gymnastics, tennis, baseball, basketball, dance); 
learned how to cook/bake; one girl even found her 
"feet".  Check out the youth bulletin board in the nar-
thex to find out more  



 

 

The April 2021 
HTLC Council 
meeting began 
with devotions. 
 
April’s agenda was 
approved. 
 
Attending:  Nita 
Cunningham, 
Floyd Garrott, 
Pastor Schroeder, 
Stan Harlow, 
Michele Russell, 
Carolyn Claussen, Kevin Letcher, Al Davis,                 
Dave Krueger, Bob Montgomery, Elizabeth White 
Quorum was established 
 
Minutes of the March 2021 Council meeting were        
approved. 
 
Reports 
Pastor’s Report  - Pastor Schroeder has been informed 
of and responded to prayer concerns and pastoral needs.  
He attended the Mutual Ministry Committee meeting.  
 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report 
March is Month 3 of 2021:  Target Percent is 25% 
 

INCOME:    $19,220 

Current Envelopes:  Income for the month $18,335 
which is $3,665 below the monthly need of $22,000. 

Total Income YTD:  Income below projection by $8,852 

EXPENSE:    Contained overall 

 

NET INCOME: 

 March:   Gain     $6,185 

 Year-to-Date:    Gain     $7,539 

CURRENT ASSETS 

 Total Balance:                $383,129 

 

OBSERVATION: 

Fast forward.  Reduced worship and staffing results in 
lower costs in all areas excepting one - Building/Property. 

Council met with Pastor Nyland last fall as part of prepa-
ration of calling a pastor.  When asked of our ability to 

support a full time pastor, I quickly responded 
“YES!” 

My response today would be a bit more meas-
ured.  Our current allocation is $8,500 for pas-
tor compensation.  Having a pastor in place this 
first quarter would have added $25,500 in ex-
pense. 

Opening today for worship was a real boost!  It 
is great to have opportunity to gather.                  
We are grateful.   

Albert Davis, Treasurer 

 

Financial discussion included concern about 
fewer contributors in the first quarter of 2021 
compared to the first quarter of 2020.  Al Davis 
and Floyd Garrott will analyze this further.  A 
question about one line item was clarified be-
fore the March 2021 Treasurer’s Report was 
approved. 

 
Old Business  
 
In Person Worship    
In person worship on Sunday, April 11 went 
well with 35 attendees.  Discussion focused on 
the decision of if/when to return to two services, 
what data will inform that decision, and the ad-
visability of waiting for guidance from a new 
pastor.  The general consensus was that this 
decision, in addition to in person Sunday 
School and Bible Study will be revisited in the 
summer.  The option for online worship will con-
tinue.   
Guidelines and recommendations about taking 
communion during online worship were re-
viewed.   
The necessity of reservations for in person wor-
ship was discussed.  It was decided there was 
ample space in the sanctuary to accommodate 
worshipers within current CDC guidelines and 
reservations would not be necessary.  
 
Al Davis made a motion to ask the Evangelism 
Committee to change wording in ads to reflect 
the availability of in person worship.  It was se-
conded by Kevin Letcher and passed.   
 
Lafayette Area Lutheran Church Group Ministry 
Attendees reported that meetings have cen-
tered on questions and concerns about how 
group ministry might work among a group of 
churches with no consensus at this time.  It was 
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APRIL 2021 COUNCIL H IGHLIGHTS 



 

 

recommended that Council answer a list of questions 
by Pastor Nyland and forwarded by Pastor Schroeder; 
let those answers guide a decision on continuing with 
investigating this possibility.  This topic will be revisited 
in future meetings.   
 
Call Committee 
HTLC Council and Call Committee will participate in a 
combined meeting with Pastor Heather Apel on 
Wednesday, April 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
New Business 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Committees communicated electronically as needed 
and did not meet in person. 
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MARCH COUNCIL  CONTINUED 

 
Evangelism –Report submitted.   
Christian Education – Report submitted.  
Worship/ Music – Report submitted. 
Technology – Report submitted. 
Property – Report submitted.  
Outreach –  Report submitted. 
Mutual Ministry – Report submitted. 
Youth – Report submitted 
Stewardship –Report submitted.   
 
Al Davis proposed that HTLC continue to engage 
the services of Steve Klink and First Tuesday 
Communications to advise and support the Tech-
nology Committee as they implement increasingly 
complex solutions to technology needs. This 
guidance is cost effective and supports our Tech-
nology Committee who have done so much to 
provide worship during the pandemic.   
 
The HTLC Council gratefully acknowledges all 
the committee members and volunteers who give 
so generously of their time, talents, and re-
sources to support the ministry at Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church. 
 
At 8:10 p.m., the meeting adjourned, closing in 
prayer.   
 
 
Next meeting:  Monday, May 10, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 

Copies of this short and insightful book are available.  

Leave a message at the church office or send an email. 



 

 

We are living in unprecedented times—a health 
pandemic with economic uncertainty and unre-
solved racism. There is much that we cannot 
control, but we can control our choices of be-
havior. Now is the time to intentionally choose 
healthy patterns to offset the grief and lament 
related to these times as we shift to a new    
normal. 

Healthy choices includes faith practices. The 
Affirmation of Baptism provides five faith prac-
tices to integrate into our daily life.                  
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!   

Now is a wonderful time to reach out and do a service project.  If you are a Thrivent 
member you are able to lead a THRIVENT ACTION TEAM.  Action teams make it 
easy to bring a team of volunteers together to make a difference in our community.  
Who you help is up to you. 

You can hold a fundraiser, plan a service project or organize an educational event.  It’s 
your choice—and your chance to let your creativity and generosity shine.  Thrivent will 
help make it happen by sending you a kit with “Live Generously” T-shirts, banners, 
and other cool stuff to help you get your project started.  We’ll even include a Commu-
nity Impact Card loaded with $250 seed money.  Thrivent Action Teams are much 
more than a volunteer program.  They are an invitation to live generously right here, 
right now.  Just a few ideas for a project include, helping a church member with yard 
work or small repairs, church property spring clean-up, do a fundraiser for a family 
who is going through a difficult time, etc.  For other ideas or for more information on 
how to do this, contact Mary Prill at Thrivent Financial, 765-449-8888.  We are here for 
you! 

Got an Idea?  

Need help     

identifying a 

Thrivent Member 

in our             

congregation? 

Send a note to 

the church office.   

Receive each as a gift from God: 

• live among God’s faithful people 

• hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper 

• proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed 

• serve all people following the example of   
Jesus 

• strive for justice and peace in all the earth         
 

(Affirmation of Baptism, Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, p. 236) 

Faith Practices:  Reminding us of our Baptism 



 

 

No Reservation Required for your seat this Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTLC Council is monitoring local statistics and heeding advice from health care profes-
sionals as we transition through the Covid-19 pandemic.   You can follow the discussions  
in the Council Highlights  published each month.  The return to in-person worship has 
been moderate; concerns about enough space for social distancing prompted the April 
request for announcing ahead of the service if you planned to attend.  All in-person wor-
shippers have been accommodated without problem and we welcome you to come to 
the service in the sanctuary without  declaring your intentions ahead of time. 

Please do continue to wear your mask and step outside in the nice spring weather to 
chat with friends after the service. 
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As winter is changing to spring  lets look at 
the passing the baton of Adopt A Spots that 
have come open this year. 

Several spots are open that just need a little 
loving care such as weeding or cutting back 
once or twice a month.  Please take a look at 
this opportunity to grab the baton of Adopt A 
Spot for your church. 

    Give Wayne Russell a call and let him 
know of your desire.  Thanks! 

DANIEL 2:21 

 

He changes times and seasons: he     
deposes kings and raises up others. 

He gives wisdom to the wise and 
knowledge to the discerning. 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.htlcweb.org  

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 
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This new food pantry is a partnership between LUM and 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tippecanoe 
County with the support of the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. The LUM Westside Food Pantry comple-
ments the LUM Protein Food Pantry, located in down-
town Lafayette, and is the only TEFAP food pantry in 
West Lafayette. The LUM Protein Food Pantry 
(Lafayette) is open on Thursday mornings, and the 
Westside Food Pantry (West Lafayette) will be open on 
Friday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon. Both LUM food 
pantries are open to all residents of Tippecanoe County. 
In addition to the food provided by the USDA through 
Food Finders Food Bank, Inc., the food pantry will offer 
protein (meats, fish, peanut butter & beans), fresh pro-
duce and paper products.  

Cheryl Fowler, LUM Board president shared that, 
“After months of gathering data, it is clear that West 
Lafayette needs a food pantry. Expanding the LUM food 
assistance program to West Lafayette is consistent with 
our goal to be a partner in feeding our neighbors in 
need, by offering free, nutritious food, now twice a 
week. This is an exciting time for LUM and our county.” 

Individuals can help the new 
LUM Westside Food Pantry in four ways: 

1. Food Drive – Sponsor a food drive at 
your church, business or in your 
neighborhood. Extra Credit – Make it 
a MONTHLY food drive 

2. Donate – Make a monetary dona-
tion or Donate “needed items“ 

3. Volunteer – Sign up to volunteer at 
one of the LUM food pantries 
 

4. Promote – Tell your friends, family, 
and members of your church, group, 
business or organizations 

Grand Opening 

LUM Westside Food Pantry 

Friday, May 7, 2021 a  9:30 a.m. 

Location – Unitarian Universalist Church, 333 Me-
ridian Street, West Lafayette, IN (Smiley Street En-
trance near Playground) 

https://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/food-pantry/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=GLD78E87W7AFL&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=GLD78E87W7AFL&source=url
http://www.lumserve.org/donate/wish-list/#foodpantry-wishlist
https://www.lumserve.org/volunteer/food-pantry-volunteers/

