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There is a Bright Future Here!
Yes, you read that correctly. There is a bright future
here at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
But, you might say, “Well, it doesn’t seem very
bright. We are without a pastor; we are still in the midst
of a pandemic; church attendance has declined over the
last year and a half.”
Yet, I still say “There is a bright future here!” We
have many faithful members. On October 24 we dedicated over 200 quilts made by our women for the ministry
of Lutheran World Relief. An adult Sunday morning
class is taking a class entitled “Thriving beyond Covid”,
and another class is planned. Sunday School for our
children is happening. We had 12 children up front for a
children’s sermon on October 10. New families have visited the church. A First Communion Class will soon be
held. Midweek Advent services will be held on the
Wednesdays in December - 1, 8, and 15 at 12 noon (in
person) and 7 pm (in person and live stream). Christmas
Jubilee is being planned. The Call Committee continues
to meet to fulfill our efforts to call a new pastor. Last, but
certainly not least, there is a bright future here because
the Lord is the shining light for our church and for our
lives.

plus, it helps the church to know what giving to
expect. Sue and I have been using this service
for many years.
Through the sharing of our time, talents,
abilities and offerings, we demonstrate our
faithful response to God’s grace and blessings
in our lives. Please make every effort to attend
both of these worship services or at least worship online.
We have faithful stewards here at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. Working together, and
with God’s help, we can continue to be faithful
stewards of God’s mission. May God give you
the grace to continue the faithful stewardship of
the many blessings that God has entrusted to
your care. And may God bless and inspire us
as we work together and go into that bright future!
Pastor Jim Lichtenberger

Inside this issue:

There is a bright future here. On Sundays, November 7 and 14, we will emphasize that through our Stewardship Emphasis. The title of the emphasis is “We are
Given Grace to Share through our Time, Talents and
Offerings.” Some may think that stewardship is only
about money, but as Pastor Albertin on Sunday, November 7, will share, being a faithful steward of God’s gifts
involves our time and talents. During the sermon he will
highlight what ministries have been happening here and
encourage us to more faithful service. Being a faithful
steward also involves sharing our money with the Lord
as I will talk about on November 14.
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On SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th, Holy Trinity will be hosting
20 families at Jubilee Christmas. Jubilee Christmas is a partnership with the Lafayette Urban Ministry and local churches.
Guests are low-income parents who have been registered by
LUM and assigned to HTLC. This morning of joy and community will give our guests the opportunity to prepare for a family Christmas. Of course, there will be
toys in addition to receiving clothing, food certificate, household supplies, and a hand-made
quilt!

Jubilee families will receive
LUM Basics


Toys (and batteries) for each child under age 13.
Teens get a gift card.



Gift wrap, tape, ribbon



Grocery gift cards to purchase meat and essentials
for a holiday meal

HTLC special gifts


A quilt per family



A clothing outfit (shirt, pants) and a book to read for
each child under 13



Basket of cleaning supplies



Cookies

When they saw the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
place, they saw the Child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him
All volunteers
and guests will
be required to
properly wear a
mask.
Social distancing will be
encouraged!

homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Matthew 2:10-11
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A busy November
Here are some of the ways to help…
Shop Amazon to stock a family laundry basket. Since many programs focus available dollars toward food, getting paper products,
laundry detergent and soap can be difficult when budgets are tight.
Stephanie Crowe is managing HTLC’s “Wish List” of cleaning supplies for Jubilee. It’s easy to choose items you’d like to donate
online. Just click this link: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/SZMO168EVO2C?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_oT8yeRSqyBKlq
The products can be delivered to the Crowes directly if you select
Stephanie’s name for shipping. No need for you to transport boxes
and heavy items to church. Thanks Todd and Stephanie!
Mitten Tree will appear in the narthex early in November. Take a
tag from our clothing tree and purchase a new top, pants and book.
Record YOUR name and the child’s info on the list provided, purchase the clothing and PUT THE TAG ON THE BAG; return to the
church by Sunday, Dec 5th. [Leave a message with the office if
you aren’t in the church building yet and would like to help with
clothing.]
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Bring a new, unwrapped toy for a child 0-12 years of age. Need
an idea?

Good question! LUM buys gift
cards for food and meat so that
each family may have a good
Christmas meal. LUM also
counts the number of teens in
the families we host and buys
them gift cards since older kids
don’t get toys from us. Our
payment to LUM is just a reimbursement for these items.
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For older children: craft kits, simple electronic sets, sports
equipment, board games, remote control cars, action figures,
Legos, hand-held video games, head phones

make a donation to HTLC marked with “Jubilee Christmas”
instead.
VOLUNTEER! There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the narthex. Jobs will be a little different that the past few years as
we adapt our curbside event to a walk through. Guests will be assigned an appointment time and invited to walk through a route on
the church’s main level. Leave a message with the office if you
aren’t able to sign up in person.

1
300

Jubilee Ch

ristmas

Lutheran C
hurch
E, IND

LAFAYETT

For younger children: Duplos, blocks, bath toys, simple puzzles
(with knobs on the pieces), shape-sorters

Not a shopper? If shopping isn’t your cup of tea, you can
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$________

We missed “Christmas in July” this
year, so we’re encouraging everyone to
dig out your “Jubilee” envelope (or use
Vanco’s Jubilee designation) to make a
gift to get 2021 up and running!

Page 4

4

Page 4

Quilts were blessed
during the October 24th
worship service; they are
now on their way to
people in need through
Lutheran World Relief.
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LET’S CELEBRATE
Happy November Birthday
4

Conner Brown

9

Sue Lambert, Carol Letcher

12 Patrick Cavanaugh

PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH

13

Helen Greeley, Daniel Greeley

18

Diana Foxen

19

Cheryl Schrier

20

Laverne Glick, Greg Wenthold

21

Ivan Vogelgesang

25

Ed Purdy

29 Kathy Senft
Happy November Anniversary

God of Wisdom,
Thank you for walking with us
through months of change and
uncertainty. While we wait for a
pastor to lead our congregation, we realize that we each
have a role to play in the ministry of our congregation. Prepare our hearts and minds to
support your unique purpose
and mission for our church.
Give us your wisdom and a
spirit of love as we continue together as your people.
Amen

16

Tom & Connie Getchel

28

Jim & Patti Smith

30

Laverne & Helen Glick

The Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Foundation check was
presented today to Mr. Joe Tylenda, Counselor at
Sunnyside Intermediate School. Kevin Letcher conveys
the school’s “thank you” for supporting the Success
Academy!!
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Spiritual Resiliency
I was a student in college when affordable
handheld calculators first hit the market.
A manufacturer’s rep came to one of our
classrooms and demonstrated his product’s
dazzling array of bells and whistles. Were
there any questions?
A student asked why he should buy this brand
of calculator over one that was priced a few
dollars less. Without saying a word the salesman took his calculator and skipped it off the
floor so it crashed hard into the wall. Then he
walked over and hit the power button. Immediately it came to life. The class went wild.
It’s called the tabletop test. Something may
look and sound beautiful. But will it still work
when it falls to the floor or hits the wall?
A calculator is one thing. A human heart is
something else altogether. Would your relationship with God pass the tabletop test – if,
for example, a malignancy or bankruptcy or
betrayal or the death of a special person suddenly imploded your life? Are you connected
to Christ in such a way that you have unshakeable confidence that his grace and power
would see you through?

If I sustain these activities, I’m doing pretty
well.
Right?
Dallas Willard had his doubts. The Christian
philosopher and ethicist observed that it’s all
too easy to pursue “religious busyness” on the
outside even while holding on to anger, worry,
and cynicism on the inside. He suggested a
pair of self-diagnostic questions instead:
Am I growing more easily discouraged these
days? Am I becoming
more easily irritated?
Those are the ways to assess whether our connection to God is alive and
well and able to survive
the tabletop test. Those
are the benchmarks of authentic spiritual growth.

Am I
becoming
more easily
irritated?

That's a description of spiritual
resiliency. And it’s not easy to assess.

A few years ago, author and pastor Mark Labberton was trying to finish up a book about
Christ’s call to discipleship. He was frustrated because he didn’t know quite how to
end it.

Traditionally, followers of Jesus have spotlighted certain behaviors as barometers of spiritual
health: worship attendance, Bible reading,
prayer, volunteer service, and such.

Mark hopped onto a
plane, lost in thought,
hoping against hope that he didn’t end up with
a talkative seatmate. He even angled his body

Am I growing
more easily
discouraged?
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Try Online Giving – You’ll Like it!

away from the 80-something woman who ended up sitting beside him.
She was curious, however, about the thick
manuscript that he kept staring at – the one
with his name on it. “Is that your book?” she
asked. “Yes.” “What’s it about?” Labberton
responded with a few comments about Jesus’
call to follow him, no matter what life might
throw at us.
There was a long pause. Then the woman
asked, “Is this a work of fiction?”
That’s the big question, isn’t it? Is all this Jesus
stuff mere fiction?

From “Morning Reflections” written by
Glenn McDonald.
Glenn is an ordained
Presbyterian minister,
has 33 years of congregational leadership experience, and is the author of ten books on discipleship and
spiritual formation.

Game Night is Coming
A time of fellowship and fun is planned for
Saturday evening November 6. Come to
enjoy game night in the Fellowship Hall
from 6:30-8:30pm. Bring your favorite
game or a new one you learned while you
were stuck at home during the pandemic.
Questions? Contact Stan Harlow at (765)
743-8590 or harlow@purdue.edu.

About 15 years ago, Sue and I began to contribute our offerings to my former church through
online giving and Vanco Services. We found it to
be easy to use and a great way to make sure that
our offerings would continue should we be on vacation. Holy Trinity also has this same service.
Here are some thoughts about online giving
and Vanco from two of our members.
Member One: Giving online has created

convenience and consistency for our
family. During the pandemic when we were
not able to be in person or even now when
our lives are so busy, I can now focus on
getting ready for church in the morning
and know that I have done my tithing for
the month. It is one less thing for me to
worry about.
Member Two: We have been using it since it
became available, as an automatic
transfer. Easy to set up and it is off the top
giving the same date each month. It is
taken from our bank account if we are in
town or not. Also helps the Church know
the expected income flow.
Floyd Garrott has provided some easy instructions for people to follow.
1. Sign on to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church website at holytrinitylafayette.com.
2. Click on the three horizontal bars to get the
menu options.
3. Click on Give Online to take you to Vanco's
payment site.
4. Click on Contribute and fill in all the appropriate pages/fields when prompted regarding
your donation(s).
5. When you've submitted your payment,
your transaction will be complete and you'll
get an email acknowledgement from HTLC
confirming your donation.
Call Floyd (765-463-6080) if you have any questions. It’s easy to use and a great way for you to
know that the church is supported whether you
are in church or not. Please consider joining the
12 households who are currently using this great
way to support our ministry.
Jim Lichtenberger
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OCTOBER 11, 2021 COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Meeting called to order by Nita Cunningham and opened with Devotions.
The meeting agenda was approved.
Attendance: Nita Cunningham, Pastor
Schroeder, Stan Harlow, Carolyn Claussen,
Bob Montgomery, Floyd Garrott, Dave
Krueger, Elizabeth White, Michele Russell,
Kevin Letcher, Al Davis. No absences.
Quorum was established
Minutes of the September 2021 Council
meeting were approved.

Reports

Pastor’s Report - Pastoral needs are met. Treasurer/



Financial Secretary Report
September 2021 Summary: Month Nine of the Calendar Year 2021 - Target Percent is 75.00%




INCOME:
$21,595
Current Envelopes: Income for the month $21,476 which
is $524 below the monthly need of
$22,000.
Total Income YTD: Income is below projection by
$16,068
EXPENSE: Contained overall
NET INCOME:
September: Gain
Year-to-Date: Gain
CURRENT ASSETS

$ 6,147
$61,576

Total Balance: $443,275

Respectfully Submitted, Albert Davis, Treasurer
The September 2021 Council Treasurer’s Report was
approved.
Finance Committee recommendation and Treasurer transition .Documents reviewed are printed on page 10 at the
close of the Council Highlights.
NARRATIVE
Income
 Projected Current Income: $250,000, a $14,000 reduction.




Expense
 Synod Mission Support
@ 11% of Projected Current
 Local Mission Support –
Itemized
 Jubilee Christmas
$5000
 Food Finders $2000
 Purdue Lutheran Ministry $1000
 Lafayette Urban Ministry $2500
 Pastor Compensation:
As projected by target profile
of Call Team
Parish Administrator: As
qualified
Director of Music: Return to
full schedule
Technology: Additional
needs will utilize capital
funds
Contract Cleaning: Return to
full time
Insurance: Reduced to actual

SUMMARY
Cash reserve is adequate.
Unlikely pastor will begin serving before Spring
of 2022. Projected Net Loss of ($12,000) is
manageable. Council reviewed and discussed
the proposed budget, Elizabeth White proposed
an amendment adding a line item under Local
Benevolence allocating $1000 to Lafayette
Transitional Housing and reducing the allocation to Lafayette Urban Ministry from @2500 to
$1500. Bob Montgomery moved to accept the
proposal of the Finance Committee with the
Local Benevolence amendment as discussed.
The motion was seconded by Kevin Letcher
and passed. Follow-up discussion focused on
the possibility of an additional allocation for
Lafayette Transitional Housing in the future.
There was also a request to add a footnote to
the budget clarifying the monthly expenditure
requirement under Pastor Salary.

Old Business


Masks during worship A consensus was
reached to continue wearing masks at this
time and to remind all that we do this out of
care for one another. The issue will be revisited at the November Council meeting.
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OCTOBER COUNCIL CONTINUED




Parish Administrator The Parish Administrator Operations Committee has conducted an interview for
the position. Council discussed the issue of
COVID-19 vaccinations for direct employees of
HTLC. Al Davis moved that any person employed
by HTLC and medically able to receive the vaccine
be required to show proof of vaccination. Dave
Krueger amended the motion to include only direct
employees of HTLC. Elizabeth White further
amended the motion to limit the vaccination requirement to the current health emergency. The
motion passed.
Congregational Meeting The congregational meeting will take place on Sunday, October 24 at
11:00. Members are asked to stay after the Sunday service, and a livestream link will be available
for those who wish to participate from home. The
budget will be available for review by the congregation. Attendees will vote on candidates for open
Council seats, Council Secretary, and a financial
audit team.



Synod Assembly Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will
send two delegates (one male, one female) to the
Synod Assembly in June. Members are asked to
consider serving as a delegate.



Call Committee The Call Committee is faithfully
working through the Call process as outlined by
Synod guidelines. Council has been informed that
remote interviews have been completed, and one
in person interview has been scheduled. The committee will inform the Council of the results of the
interview at the appropriate time.



How We Feel Blessed Testimony There will an
opportunity at the beginning of the church service
on the second Sunday of each month for a congregation member to share how they feel blessed.
This began on October 10, and the next 2 months
are scheduled. Please consider signing up starting
in January 2022.

New Business


Game Night Stan Harlow has generously offered
to organize a once-a-month game night. He will
make an announcement and ask for volunteers
before the service on Sunday, October 17.



Bishop Election The 2022 Synod Assembly will
include the election of the Synod Bishop for a sixyear term. Nita Cunningham shared a letter from
the Synod with information on how we might have

input on this important decision. A list of
questions to consider will be sent to
council members before the November
meeting.


Communion Bread for First Communion
Pastor Jim Lichtenberger has offered to
provide instruction to children who will
be receiving their first communion and
would like to introduce the tradition of
new communicants baking bread for
their first communion. The Council is
grateful for the wonderful opportunity he
will provide for the children of Holy Trinity.



10 Very Possible Reasons Your Church
Isn’t Growing This curriculum was suggested for review by the HTLC Council.
It was suggested that a discussion of the
results of the SWOT analysis be included as part of the discussion.

Committee Reports

Committees met in person at church or communicated
electronically as needed. Committee information is
provided to Council by email before or through discussion at the meeting.

Evangelism –Report submitted.
Christian Education – Report submitted.
Thriving Beyond COVID sessions began on
Sept 12. It is possible that another session
may be offered at the end of the current
session. Thank you to Will Peugeot and Sue
Frederick for leading.
Worship/ Music – Report submitted. Interim
Pastors are scheduled through the end of
2021. Choir is meeting for practice and singing at 10:00 Sunday service. A projectionist
roster has been prepared and covered
through the end of 2021. The Worship and
Music Committee meets October 13, 2021
at 5:30 p.m. with special thoughts toward
Advent preparations and Christmas Eve
service.
Technology –Report submitted. After testing
both main speakers and wiring in the HTLC
sanctuary on 28-Sep-2021, the random loss
of sound from one of the speakers has been
narrowed down to a problem in the amplifier
located in the choir loft. Plans are underway
to replace the amplifier to resolve the loss of
sound service.
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OCTOBER COUNCIL CONTINUED
Property – Report submitted effective September 30.
See Council Minutes in October Open
Door for close out report.
Kevin Lechter expressed appreciation and Council endorsed:
Wayne has done a tremendous job leading the Property Committee and a myriad
of maintenance related projects over many, many
years. His dedicated and
loyal service have ensured
our grounds and building
have been beautifully maintained. On behalf of the
Church Council and the
Property Committee, I would
like to thank Wayne for his
commitment, dedication,
and loyal service. Well done
Wayne!
Outreach – Report submitted. The Jubilee
Christmas committee met on Tuesday to
discuss initial plans for the event. Twenty
families will be hosted at the Dec. 11th
event. A ‘Hybrid” version of the event is
being planned, where families would arrive
by appointment, to select one of the gifts,
but much of the ‘shopping’ would be done
by the hosts. Farther planning will be required as more details of the families becomes available from LUM.
Mutual Ministry – Although the committee
did not officially meet, they discussed their
appreciation for all those who work for
God and get things done.
Youth – No report submitted.
Stewardship –No report submitted. Pastor
Lichtenberger and Nita Cunningham are
working on the Stewardship Committee.
The HTLC Council gratefully acknowledges
all the committee members and volunteers
who give so generously of their time, talents, and resources to support the ministry
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
The meeting was properly adjourned, closing in prayer.
Next meeting: Monday, September 13,
2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Submitted by Carolyn Claussen
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Kairos Torch Ministry

By Stan Harlow

One way we can reach out to others in need is through Christian organizations such as Kairos. The
Kairos Prison Ministry provides an organized program to go into prisons across the world to bring the Christian message and friendship to men and women in prison. I have been involved with the Kairos Ministry for
almost 20 years, starting with the Indiana State Prison (ISP) in Michigan City and now I am serving in the Logansport Juvenile Correctional Facility (LJCF). The Kairos program is recognized and accepted by the State
Department of Corrections as a trusted volunteer organization that is allowed into many prisons. A Kairos
team can be a group of men trained to go into a men’s prison, such as the ISP, or a group of men and women to go into a juvenile prison, such as the LJCP. There are all-women Kairos teams that go into the women
prisons too.
Normally a Kairos team will start with a 4-day weekend, twice a year, and follow-up with monthly
reunions. We sit together, eat together, listen and discuss talks together, pray and sing together, and laugh and cry together. Kairos is a freeing experience for both the inmates and the
team members. I meet interesting people (inmates and team members) in God’s kingdom that I
would normally not have met. Although every prisoner has been convicted of a crime, they are
still a human that need the love of Jesus. It is safe.
Covid-19 has shut down our access into prison since March 2020 and many prisons are still
closed to visitors. The LJCF has just started to allow visitors into the prison again. I was allowed into the LJCF on Wednesday 13-Oct-2021 to meet a new group of ten young men, ages 14-17 years
old. The Kairos program for the youth is called Torch and is a modified version of Kairos. Our Logansport
Torch team received permission to send two team members at a time into LJCF once a week. The rest of
the team members participate over a Microsoft Teams session. These students are hungry to talk to adults.
We start with prayer, introductions, give a short talk, have a discussion, play a game, sing, and serve milk
and cookies. The students asked some tough questions. “Why did my father leave me?” “How can I forgive my father after all the hurt he did to our family?” “How can God love me?” “Am I really forgiven?”
“Who can I trust?” “Will you come back?”
Yes, we do come back. Normally Torch team members go into LJCP once a week for an hour-long
mentoring session. The time passes quickly if the student wants to share and if you can listen. Kairos is a
ministry where we take God out of our safe church environment and trust God to speak to us and to the
youth as we grow in His kingdom.

Adult Study Opportunities
Sunday Mornings: Stan Harlow is
leading a Bible Study session before
church each Sunday beginning October 31 at 8:30 am in room 101. Drop
ins welcome.
Saturday Mornings: Will Peugeot
has agreed to repeat the “Thriving Beyond Covid” from 9:30 to 11am on the
following days—Nov 13, Nov 20 and
Dec 4. Reserve your spot with Sue
Lambert (Sue@golambert.com).

Kids of many ages will be welcome to register for a fun and handson celebration of Jesus’ birth. Watch for more information in the
Epistle and the December Open Door.

12

Page 12

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
1005 North 21st Street
Lafayette, IN 47904-2296
Phone: 765-447-4205
E-mail: office@htlcweb.org
Website: www.htlcweb.org
Open Door Editor: Susan Davis

First Communion

Hoffman Memorial

If your child is ready to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, a class will be
held on Monday nights, November 1, 15, and 29. The
Sunday for their First Communion is scheduled for Sunday, December 5. Please call
Jim Lichtenberger at 765 4761318 or Diane Longdo at 765
427-7365 for details.

A new memorial to Pastor Jack Hoffman is located
at the South Entrance (as you enter the Education
Wing). Sue Lambert observed, “What a great spot
to snuggle into the sofa with a good book and Pastor Jack smiling over your shoulder.”

Join the Worship Committee as they decorate the
sanctuary for the Advent/Christmas season. Contact
Michele Russel at 414-4979. Let her know your
availability later in November or early December.

November 13 is fall clean up day. Come to church
between 9 Am and noon with your rake or favorite
tool to spruce up the grounds. November 20th is
backup in the event of bad weather.

Agnus

