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2020 Recap and 2021 Look Forward 

The February 21st Spring Bi-annual meeting   
provided a quick and compact overview of activi-
ties underway during the past year.   

Time was also devoted to the future as Nita Cun-
ningham reported on the Congregational Coun-
cil’s work to  call a pastor.  Key points covered: 

• Meetings with Pastor Nancy Nyland have 
been completed and the steps to move       
forward have been identified.   

• “Exploring God’s Plan” outlines the work 
HTLC is expected to do in preparation for 
making a call.   

• A SWOT analysis has been distributed 
to members to gather information 
needed to assess HTLC’s current    
situation and evaluate its ministries 
into the future.   

• HTLC leaders will complete a Ministry 
Study and submit to the Synod office.   

• A call committee of 6 people will be formed to 
lead efforts to call a pastor.  Members inter-
ested in serving as part of that group should 
contact the church office or a council member. 

Nita also announced that the 2021 Synod         
Assembly is scheduled for June 11 and 12.  It will 
be a virtual meeting this year.  Two members of 
the congregation are asked to represent HTLC as 
voting delegates.  It’s an interesting experience — 
please consider the opportunity and notify Nita or 
the church office if you might participate this year. 

It’s not too late! 

You can simply 

email a list of 

Strengths, Weak-

nesses, Opportuni-

ties and Threats to 

the church office if 

that works best for 

you.  Council will 

discuss this assess-

ment on Monday 

March 8.  

Email: 

office@htlcweb.org  
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godly connection in their worship life. But there 

is a fine line in all of that. 

On one side of that line is the invitation to be 

gracious to one another. To appreciate diversity. 

To be understanding that what feels like a beau-

tiful musical expression to one person sounds 

like noise to someone else. 

On the other side of the line is a person who sets 

their own taste and preferences in concrete, 

baptizes them with holiness, and argues that 

their way is the only godly way of doing things. 

But don’t be fooled – lots of people still want to 

sit in “their” seat. 

And don’t be fooled into thinking such issues 

around worship are a modern invention. For a 

long time, many Christians had to learn Latin to 

fully participate in worship or even to read the 

Bible. Lots of sparks flew when those traditions 

gave way. 

fter eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the 

womb. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Luke 2:21-24 

Like many congregations, we worship God in 

a variety of ways. A normal Sunday would in-

clude three services, two in English, one of 

those using the organ and a more formal litur-

gy, another in English using a praise band and 

a less formal liturgy, and the third in Manda-

rin Chinese. Why do we do that? 

In part, we do it because we can. Not every 

congregation has the people and the resources 

to do what we do. And we don’t have the peo-

ple and the resources to do what other con-

gregations do. We all do the best we can with 

what we have. 

In part, we do it because we are free to do it. 

Like everybody else, our tradition has many 

customs and patterns of behavior but we 

aren’t legalistic about it. 

And, in part, we do it because – even if we re-

alize that no congregation can be all things to 

all people – we do want to be responsive to 

the variety of ways that people can sense a 

According to the Law…. 
A word from Pastor Kerry Nelson 

(posted 30 Nov 2020 ) 
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Even in Jesus’ day, there were stark divisions in how 

people expressed their faith. The Sadducees required 

people to follow all of the laws of the Temple; others 

expected people to live their daily lives according to the 

laws of Moses as taught by local Pharisees. Jesus’     

parents did what was right in both. They did what was 

expected of them. They played by the rules. They got off 

to the right start. 

The problem with rules and laws, when it comes to our 

spirituality, is how easily we can confuse external    

conformity with internal transformation. We can follow 

all the rules and still miss the point. We can touch all 

the bases without being touched. 

Or, we can approach worship with the expectation of 

being surprised by God. By hearing something that 

challenges us, even angers us, until we realize that that 

was exactly what we needed 

to hear and wrestle with to 

become the people God     

created us to be. Because it 

then follows that we would 

leave worship with a new 

willingness to do what God 

has created us to do. 

For today, just know this,  

Jesus was raised by parents 

who valued their faith, who 

valued its traditions, who did 

what they believed right in 

getting Jesus off to a good 

start. 

 

 

(Continued from page 2)  
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Or, we can approach  

worship with the              

expectation of being      

surprised by God. By 

hearing something that 

challenges us, even         

angers us, until we realize 

that that was exactly 

what we needed to hear 

and wrestle with                 

to become the people God 

created us to be.  
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LET ’S CELEBRATE  

 

PRAYER FOR  OUR CHURCH 

Gracious Lord, thank you for 

the communities of faith of 

which we are a part. None of 

them are perfect because 

none of us are perfect, but 

we pray for your continued 

guidance as we do the best 

we can to honor you and be 

used by you to shape the 

lives of the people you love. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Pastor Kerry Nelson 

       March Birthdays 

  2   Clarissa Bush 

  6   Gordon Rains 

  7   Jamie Crowe, Ethan Gustafson 

  8   Rick Cheek 

10   Brian Glick 

11   Brianna LaReau 

12   Jim Lichtenberger 

13   Zachary Schwartz 

14   James Lillo 

16   Charles McDonald 

20   Carol Purdy, Steve Hahn 

27   Midge Habben 

30   Gladys Fisher 

31   Jean Wagner, Paul Widmer,  

       Paul Wenthold 

 

       March Anniversaries 

  2   Mike & Mary Anderson 

15   Duane & Candy McDonald 

17   Doug & Sue Phebus 

29   Jim & Jean Wagner 
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Glenn McDonald 

Christians go to war with each other over 
the dumbest things. 
 
Church consultant Thom Rainier has seen 
it all.  There are the usual hot button is-
sues, such as disagreements over the ide-
al temperature in the sanctuary, the right 
color of carpeting, and the most God-
honoring order of worship.  
  
Then there are the issues that defy imagi-
nation.  
  
One congregation fought over which pic-
ture of Jesus to hang in the foyer (Rainier 
playfully asked who had snapped the pic-
tures).  An argument ensued in another 
church when it was discovered that the 
budget was off by ten cents.  The tension 
was finally resolved when someone con-
tributed a dime.  At another congregation, 
a handful of members angrily left when the 
committee preparing the Sunday morning 
coffee switched to a stronger blend.  At 
still another place there was a battle con-
cerning deviled eggs:  Should such Satan-
ic items be allowed at a church potluck? 
  
Somewhere along the line, a great many 
people began to believe it’s important to 
attend the Church that is Right About Eve-
rything.  
  
All too often, that’s the impression that 
sticks with outsiders when they check out 
local churches.  
  
Congregations have taken stands on how 
much water is required for baptism; how 
often the Lord’s Supper should be served; 
what version of the Bible is Holy Spirit-
approved; who, in a secular culture, has 
the right to get married; who should serve 
on the Supreme Court; and whether Chris-
tians have a divine exemption from wear-
ing masks during a pandemic.  
  
What’s interesting is that not one of these 
issues is addressed directly on the pages 
of Scripture. 

 But there’s another set of expectations for people 
who aim to imitate Christ.  They are all plainly stat-
ed in the Bible.  And they aren’t controversial at all.  
  
What might it look like to follow Jesus? 
  
At the end of his monumental, 889-page scholarly 
introduction to the New Testament, N.T. Wright 
suggests that what we have inherited is “a new way 
of relating to one another, a way of kindness, a way 
that accepts the fact of anger but refuses to allow it 
to dictate the terms of engagement.”  Since Jesus’ 
death accomplished our forgiveness, we must pass 
that on to each other.  “We must become, must be 
known as, the people who don’t hold grudges, who 
don’t sulk.  We must be the people who know how 
to say ‘Sorry,’ and who know what to do when other 
people say it to us.” 
  
Can you imagine what it would be like if the first 
thing people associated with Christians was, “Oh, 
those are the people who don’t sulk and whine”?  
  
We are called to be the people who always show 
hospitality.  Who serve the poor.  
  
Who give away money cheerfully.  Who remember 
that in a God-supervised world, there are no 
grounds for feeling anxious. 
  
God’s directive is that we should be gracious with 
each other concerning issues that don’t really mat-
ter.  
  
We must stand up for those who have been unjustly 
treated.  But never take private vengeance.  And 
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Something to ponder over coffee and deviled eggs 
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Glenn McDonald 

glenn@glennsreflections.com 

always show compassion to those who 
are hurting. 
  
British author and social critic G.K. Ches-
terton once quipped, “Christianity hasn’t 
been tried and found wanting.  It’s been 
found difficult and not tried.” It’s actually 
rather straightforward to understand the 
kind of life to which we are called.  Pow-
ered by the indwelling gift of God’s Spirit, 
we are to be the joyful, non-anxious, gen-
erous, patient, outward-focused, kind-
hearted people in our families and com-
munities.  
  
We will stand out, in other words, not be-
cause we are so miserably Right About 
Everything. 

(Continued from page 5)   
But simply because we love each other 
Including those who don’t love us back.  
  
Which is something to ponder in the days 
ahead over some strong cups of coffee 
and a few deviled eggs.   

From “Morning Reflections”    

written by Glenn McDonald.   

Glenn is an ordained Presby-

terian minister, has 33 years 

of congregational leadership 

experience, and is the author 

of ten books on discipleship 

and spiritual  formation.  
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Property Committee Members Wayne Russell, Dan 

Lokke, Floyd Garrott and Kevin Letcher set the Lenten 

Cross in place. 
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Glenn McDonald 

glenn@glennsreflections.com 
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And the winners are…. 

THE BARNABY AWARD:   

Wayne Russell, shown here in action hanging a purple 

cloth on the cross,  is the 2021 Barnaby recipient.  He 

heads the property committee and spends countless 

hours monitoring the operation of  equipment, interfacing 

with vendors, scheduling maintenance work and rallying 

volunteers.  He leads a squad to set up tables, haul dec-

orations up from basement storage for special events, 

and managing tasks and supplies for folks coming out to 

help with clean up days.  He’s also our biggest cheer-

leader as we plant, mulch and weed our various “Adopt 

A Spots.”  Wayne’s dedicated service makes him  the 

2021 Barnaby Award winner. 

THE SLAVENS AWARD:   

Stan Harlow personifies the spirit of Paul Slavens’ 

Service Award.  Ministering to others is a calling 

that Stan hears and follows.  Stan is pictured below 

helping with worship at Rosewalk, our neighboring 

nursing home.  He has been active in Torch, a pro-

gram aimed at reaching  boys with the love of Jesus 

in juvenile detention.  Stan is also a trained CASA 

(Court Appointed Special  Advocate for children.)  

Stan shares his time, talent and faith.  Paul would 

approve. 

THE ADOPT A SPOT AWARD:   

Sue Davis and her wild and crazy perennial  

bed catches the eye as  you approach the 

front of the building.  As the summer         

progressed,  two front yard trees also begged 

her to snip out stray sprouts and weeds.  Her 

spots have matured in the last couple years 

and help welcome members, neighbors and     

visitors to HTLC. 



 

 

The Zoom meeting 
called to order at 
6:45 by Nita Cun-
ningham 
Devotions: Bob 
Montgomery 
 
Attendance: Nita 
Cunningham, Floyd 
Garrott, Pastor 
Schroeder, Stan 
Harlow, Michele 
Russell, Carolyn 
Claussen, Kevin 
Letcher, Al Davis, Dave Krueger, Bob Montgomery,    
Elizabeth White 
 
The meeting agenda was approved followed by approval 
of the January 2021 Council minutes. 
 
Reports 
Pastor’s Report  - Pastor Schroeder has been informed 
of and responded to prayer concerns and pastoral needs.   
 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report for January 2021 
 
Summary: Month One of the Calendar Year 2021 - 
Target Percent is 8.33% 
 

INCOME:    $19,186 

Current Envelopes:  Income for the month $18,930 and 
$3,070 below the monthly budgeted need of $22,000. 

Total Income YTD:  Income is below projection by 
$3,227 

EXPENSE:    Contained overall 

NET INCOME: 

 January:  Loss      $2,520 

 Year-to-Date:   Loss       $2,520 

CURRENT ASSETS 

 Total Balance:                $387,900 

COMMENTS 

Assets from investments continue to grow as Current In-
come slides. 

Finance Highlights 

• Pastor vacancy 

• Month includes final payment for Pastor 
benefits: non-recurring 

• Reduces compensation for Contract Clean-
ing 

• Additional year-end mission support: non-
recurring 

• Parish Administrator: part time 

• Musicians and Visiting Pastors reflect 2 
months 

Review and analysis of Holy Trinity Assets and 
Dedicated Accounts is warranted.  Treasurer 
plans to address usefulness of current for pos-
sible combination (Candle, Handbells, Specials, 
Memorials) and creation of new (HVAC Escrow, 
Livestream Equipment Upgrade, “Dream”). 

Current Bank and Investment Balances should 
not lull us into complacency.  We are blessed 
with assets above our need today.  However 
our original boiler system is maintained at con-
siderable cost as a percentage of budget.  It 
also is a ticking bomb as replacement esti-
mates exceed $425,000.  It is wise to be frugal 
now while expenses are reduced, prioritizing 
expenditures towards ministry and community 
assistance, as we also invest for a “rainy day”. 

And if you have not noticed, it has been misting 
for a time…            Albert Davis, Treasurer 

The HTLC Council would like to thank 
Helen Hoffman and Mary and Mike An-
derson for delivering envelopes and 
worship needs to homes.   

Old Business  
After discussion of current COVID-19 trends 
and projections, and review of Synod recom-
mendations, it was agreed to continue with live 
stream worship at this time.  This issue will be 
revisited at the March HTLC Council meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Grief Session Follow-up 
The need for follow up was discussed.  Will 
Peugeot has offered to help with and lead activ-
ities with session attendees.  Stan Harlow will 
gather the names of current HTLC members 
trained as Stephen Ministers who may assist 
with these activities. 
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FEBRUARY 2021 COUNCI L HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

Exploring God’s Purpose with Pastor Nyland 
The Council extensively reviewed and discussed the 
sequence and timing next steps in the search for a 
new Pastor. Discussion centered on employing an 
analysis tool suggested by Pastor Nyland, how to 
gather information using it, and forming a Call Com-
mittee,  
 
Pastor Schroeder reviewed the recommendations of 
Pastor Nyland regarding the topics under discussion.   
A motion was made and passed to begin by sending 
the SWOT tool to all active members of HTLC, provide 
an explanation of it at the Congregation meeting on 
February 21, 2021, and meet with Pastor Nyland to 
analyze the information gathered.     
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Evangelism –Report submitted.   
Two topics for the Speakers Series have been set.  In 
person attendance may be possible by these dates in 
addition to Zoom format.  That will be announced at a 
later date.   

Speaker Series:   
 
Title: "In the Fullness of Time, God Sent His Son" 
Presenter: Dr. D. Robertson, Hebrew and Biblical 
Studies, Purdue University 
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
Time: 6:30 PM, Zoom Presentation 
 
Title: "Consider The Women - A Provocative Guide To 
The Three Matriarchs Of The Bible" (This presentation 
is based on Dr. Blue's book with the same title fea-
tured in "Living Lutheran" magazine.) 
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Debbie Blue, House of Mercy 
Church, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Date: Saturday, May 8,2021 
Time: 2:00 PM, Zoom Presentation 
 
Technology – Report submitted. 
Live streaming was disrupted at the start of the 24-Jan

-2021 and 31-Jan-2021 Sunday services due to is-
sues communicating the audio signal from the sound 
board into the video camera and then back into the 
pc to be sent out on the internet to the live stream 
server.  Once the issues were resolved by rebooting 
the pc and resetting the cables the live streaming 
was able to broadcast both services.  We apologize 
for the inconvenience. 

Tom Cavanaugh, Bill Hillery and Morgen Benner have 
split up the schedule of responsibility for the rest of 
2021 to run the live streaming equipment.  The 
dates are on a HTLCTechCmte Google calendar. 
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FEBRUARY COUNCIL  CONTINUED Responsibility for live streaming for the Wednes-
day Lenten services has been scheduled. 
Discussions are underway within the committee 
to rearrange the equipment in the choir loft to 
improve the reliability. 
 
Property – Report submitted.  
Maintenance and upkeep are current.  Consider-
ation of extra signage at the west end of the 
building has been shelved at this time.   
 
Mutual Ministry – Report Submitted. 
The committee has reviewed the tasks of the 
Parish Administrator, and Mary Anderson has 
completed the job description of this position.   
Mutual Ministry will support the HTLC Council 
and congregation as a new Pastor is called.   
 
Christian Education – Report Submitted.  
The Council is grateful for the opportunities for 
children and adults provided by Diane Longdo 
and Jim Lichtenberger.   
 
Youth – No new report 
Stewardship –No new report 
 
Worship/ Music – Report submitted. 
HTLC has been faithful in offering opportunities 
for worship and study.   
Our interim Pastors, Carol, technology assis-
tants, readers and others behind the scenes 
continue helping HTLC move forward during this 
time of Covid-19. 
 
Outreach –  No report at this time 
  
The HTLC Council gratefully acknowledges all 
the committee members and volunteers who 
give so generously of their time, talents, and re-
sources to support the ministry at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 
Last thoughts:   
A question was asked about sending a liaison to 
the monthly LUM Board meetings to replace 
Pastor Doane, who had previously served on 
that board.  Bob Montgomery agreed to fill that 
role.   
 
The meeting adjourned and closed in prayer.   
 
Next meeting:  Monday, March 8, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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Easter Garden 2021 

Lovely springtime flowers give us a visu-

al reminder of Christ’s resurrection.  You 

are invited to help us celebrate Easter 

by signing up to share flowers and add 

beauty to the Easter Worship Service.  

We will continue the tradition of creating 

a multi-colored garden of blooming 

plants of tulips, purple hyacinths and 

white lilies around the altar.  After  

church April 4, the flowers are available 

to brighten your home. 

Plants are $10 each and may be or-

dered by sending a check made payable 

to Holy Trinity with the memo line saying 

“Easter Flowers” and a note if you prefer 

a lily, tulip or hyacinth plant.  If you use 

Vanco, just send an email to of-

fice@htlcweb.org with your order infor-

mation. 

Some members take the opportunity to 

support Jeffrey Truscott, HTLC’s mis-

sionary in Singapore.  The $10 is used 

as an Easter gift to mission support ra-

ther than the purchase of a plant. 

Please turn in your order and payment 

by Sunday, March  14. 

HTLC  Folks in Action  

Members of our congregation have been 

spotted out in the community helping others. 

Food Finders got a shipment of more than 

250 pounds cereal that Will Peugot and Mary 

and Mike Anderson repackaged into family 

sized items. 

Sue Frederick organized volunteers at    

Tippecanoe Food Pantry.  She reports the 

Andersons helped out with work there too. 

See more HTLC volunteers helping others on 

page 12. 
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January 2021 Holy Land Trip was Postponed – Scheduled for January 2022.  

 The January 2021 trip to the Holy Land for members and friends of Holy Trinity was postponed 

due to the pandemic, but plans are being made to travel in January 2022, departing Tuesday the 11
th
 

and returning Thursday the 20
th
.  This is truly the trip of a lifetime for one’s faith and spiritual growth.  

We will travel to sights such Nazareth, Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Qumran, Masada, Jerusa-

lem, and Bethlehem. There will be time each evening for devotions and planning for the next day.  

 Pastor Jim Lichtenberger is leading this trip, his fourth one to Israel. The cost will be $4297, 

which includes air fare out of Indianapolis, hotel, tips (except for lunches), two meals a day, and pre-

sent fuel costs. Recommended travel insurance is extra. If you are interested, please contact Jim at 

476-1318. If you want to see a video about this trip, go to this link. https://youtu.be/TQgvSMYNFn A 

https://youtu.be/TQgvSMYNFnA
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.htlcweb.org  

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 
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Spring Speaker Series  
 

April 6, 2021 at 6:30 PM (Tuesday) 
"In the Fullness of Time, God Sent His Son" 
Presenter: Dr. D. Robertson, Hebrew and Bib-
lical Studies, Purdue University 
 

May 8, 2021 at 2:00 PM (Saturday) 
"Consider The Women - A Provocative 

Guide To The Three Matriarchs  
Of The Bible"  

Dr. Blue's book, with the same title, was fea-
tured in "Living Lutheran" magazine. 
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Debbie Blue, House of 
Mercy Church, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 

Watch for  directions to sign in to these Zoom 
Sessions. 

Kevin Letcher and Al Davis are in their 3rd 

year of volunteering in an after-school 

mentoring program.  Normally Al and Kevin 

arm-wrestle elementary school boys, but a 

recent encounter with a large snake  was 

special.  Kevin’s Vet School guest  spoke 

about his journey from a modest home to  

good career at Purdue’s Vet Med School. 

MILLER  ACADEMY 


