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Healing and Unity 

What does God want us to do now? 

I believe God calls us after this election to seek 
healing in several places. One place must be heal-
ing as a church that understands that our unity is a 
gift and goal of God in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
enlivens us in this work as a community of mission 
and witness that seeks to be serviceable to the in-
breaking of the reign of God. What can you do 
now to encourage your Lutheran neighbors to 
reach out and engage each other despite political 
disagreement, thereby giving a glimpse of God's 
reign? What doors can you open in your congrega-
tion to build relationships, promote listening and 
support understanding? How will you do so while 
digging deeper into our faith-informed values of 
justice, equity and inclusion? I commend to you 

(Continued on page 2) 

Elections are an opportunity to remember that no 
matter the outcome, we belong to God whose love 
is steadfast and whose grace is with us always.  
 
No human candidate can guarantee our life or our 
future – that is work already done by God through 
the death and resurrection of Christ. As Lutherans, 
we care about government because it is a gift from 
God intended for the safety and flourishing of hu-
man life. 

We take to heart our 
social teaching that 
energetic civic en-
gagement is part of 
our baptismal voca-
tion, both as individ-
uals and through the 
church's public wit-
ness. I have seen this 
vocation lived out by 
so many of you in 
the 2020 election. 
ELCA members have 

canvassed, marched, served as poll workers and 
election monitors, and run for various offices. 

We celebrate these things, even as we acknowledge 
this has been a long and contentious election sea-
son, marked by deep partisan rancor heightened by 
disinformation and social media echo chambers. 
Amid this division, we are called to ministries of 
bridge-building in the name of Jesus, who frees and 
heals us to seek the well-being of our neighbor. 
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our new social message, "Government and 
Civic Engagement in the United States: Dis-
cipleship in a Democracy," as one way to 
start this conversation. 

Our attention to the partisan divide does 
not stop with our own congregations but 
must extend to our communities. Our na-
tion needs our action so that the inclusive-
ness practiced by this church in the midst of 
divisions in society shines forth as our testi-
mony to God. 

Elections are not an end, but a beginning. 
God calls us to be agents of healing and uni-
ty while at the same time standing firm in 
our basic understanding. We know unity 
requires justice, especially for those who 
have been disenfranchised, and it requires 
our sustained efforts to shape governmen-
tal systems that work for all. 

We have a role to play in forming an ever-
more perfect union. We will pray for our 
newly elected officials as they lead us 
through these and other challenges. We 
will, in the words of our new social mes-
sage, accompany and evaluate these lead-
ers by asking one simple but all-
encompassing question: "Is the neighbor 
being served?" 

ELCA presiding bishop Elizabeth Eaton  

Watch :  video message.  

(Continued from page 1) 

As the ELCA looks ahead to the 
future, we aspire to have 
congregations whose faith shines 
in their relationships with God, 
each other and their community. 
Vital congregations experience 
heightened worship, prayer, study 
of scripture, and sharing of 
testimony as they discern the 
presence and will of God in their 
midst.  

CONGREGATIONAL 

VITALITY  

Learn more about Congregational Vitality: 

https://elca.org/Future-Directions/CongVitality 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CApaHpizBWs&feature=youtu.be
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The JUBILEE EXPRESS Made a Stop HTLC 

Despite COVID challenges, Holy Trinity’s tradition of hosting Jubilee Christmas thrived!  The “Elf 

Team” of Mary Anderson, Judy Lokke, Sue Davis and Cheryl Schrier was encouraged by the 

wonderful response to requests to support our neighbors.   

Here are some pictures of  how a festive curbside Jubilee blessed 25 families in our community. 
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Glenn McDonald 

 

HOLD ON!!! 

This year marks the 400
th
 anniversary of 

one of America’s most famous founding 

stories. 

  

Between September 16 and November 9, 

1620, the Mayflower completed a perilous 

66-day voyage from Plymouth, England to 

the shores of Cape Cod.  Along the way 

the small vessel and its 102 crew mem-

bers and passengers battled violent North 

Atlantic storms.     

  

On one occasion a 29-year-old Pilgrim 

named John Howland, who happened to 

be standing on the deck, was blasted by a 

towering cold wave.  He vanished over the 

side. 

  

Realistically, there was no hope for the 

young man.  But Howland’s hand some-

how found a rope that was trailing behind 

the ship. 

  

No one could have known it at the time, 

but Presidents Day was riding on John 

Howland’s ability to hold on to that 

rope.  So was the future of American liter-

ature, a major religious movement, sever-

al dozen Hollywood actors, Saturday Night 

Live, and one of the world’s most popular 

Christmas carols.  

  

Sailors, working frantically against wind 

and waves, hauled Howland within a few 

yards of the Mayflower, where they 

snagged him with a boat hook and pulled 

him aboard. 

  

A passenger later reported, with an archa-

ic turn of phrase: “Though he was some-

thing ill with it, he lived many years after.” 

  

That he did.  Elizabeth Tilley, a 12-year-

old girl standing on the deck when Howland was 

rescued, ultimately became his wife.  They had 

ten children and 82 grandchildren.  After that, 

their family tree grew some very interesting 

branches. 

  

Among the descendants of Jack and Elizabeth 

Howland are three U.S. Presidents – Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, George H.W. Bush, and 

George W. Bush; two first ladies – Edith Roose-

velt (Teddy’s wife) and Barbara Bush; and a Vice

-Presidential candidate – Sarah Palin. 

  

The Howland Tree also includes the two most 

important early figures of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons): founder 

Joseph Smith and his successor Brigham 

Young. 

  

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Long-

fellow, and Orson Scott Card (author of the 

Enders Game series) would never have arrived 

on the American literary scene if John Howland 

had not been rescued. 

  

Nor would the world have ever sung O Little 

Town of Bethlehem, penned by Episcopal Bish-

op and Howland descendant Philips Brooks.  

  

Dr. Benjamin Spock would not have arrived to 

provide his “commonsense baby care” to the 

parents of millions of Baby Boomers.  
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From “Morning Reflections”    

written by Glenn McDonald.   

Glenn is an ordained Presby-

terian minister, has 33 years 

of congregational leadership 

experience, and is the author 

of ten books on discipleship 

and spiritual  formation.  

Glenn 

McDonald 

glenn@glennsreflections.com 

  

For that matter, Humphrey Bogart, Alec 

Baldwin (who plays Donald Trump on 

SNL), Jordana Brewster (The Fast and the 

Furious), Anthony Perkins (the psycho in 

Psycho), Christopher Lloyd (Doc Brown 

from the Back to the Future trilogy), Ted 

Danson (Cheers) and Chevy Chase would 

never have appeared on stage and 

screen.  

  

A few years ago I had the privilege of offi-

ciating at the wedding of my niece Libby, 

who married Dr. David Pike, one of John 

Howland’s descendants.   They now have 

three children of their own. 

  

A lot was riding on John Howland’s ability 

to hold on to that rope.  

  

This has been just the kind of year in 

which it may feel as if you’re barely keep-

ing your head above water, clinging to any 

lifeline in sight.  

  

Don’t quit now.  “I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14) 

  

God’s future is populated by more people 

than we can dare to imagine who are 

counting on us to hang on.   
 

Thanks  

From Nita Cunningham: Thank you for all 

the thoughts and prayers as I recover from 

COVID pneumonia. I received so many 

notes and cards! You have been my angels, 

keeping my spirits up. That has meant so 

much to me. Thank you. 

Mary Anderson for leading the Jubilee 

Christmas Elf team 2020 at HTLC.  (Mike 

gets a thumbs up too.) 

Pastor Albertin for bringing a strong and en-

ergizing proclamation of faith (and some cool 

children’s sermon slideshows) to livestream 

worship.  

Pastor Lichtenberger for thoughtful           

December worship messages and an        

inventive Advent  Zoom series.   

Diane and TJ Longdo for leading Sunday 

School and creating a wonderful Christmas 

Program that warmed our hearts. 

Sue Lambert for 20+ years of patience, hu-

mor and dedicated service to our              

congregation. 
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The December 
2020 HTLC Council 
meeting was held 
online via Zoom 
and  called to order 
at  6:30 by Kevin 
Letcher/ 
 
The December 
2020 meeting 
agenda was ap-
proved. 
 
Attendance:     
Floyd Garrott, Pastor Schroeder, Stan Harlow, Michele 
Russell, Carolyn Claussen, Kevin Letcher, Al Davis, 
Dave Krueger, Bob Montgomery, Elizabeth White 
Absent:  Nita Cunningham 
 
Minutes of the November Council meeting were ap-
proved. 
 
Reports 
Pastor’s Report  - Pastor Schroeder reviewed an email 
invitation from Pastors Nyland and Apel to church lead-
ers in the area to participate in a Zoom meeting on Jan 
19, 2021.  Kevin Letcher and Al Davis are willing to at-
tend and will contact Nita Cunningham to coordinate this 
with her as she recovers.   
 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report November   
Summary: Month 11 of the Calendar Year 2020 - Tar-
get Percent is 91.67%. 

Current Envelopes:  Income for the month $15,821 
which is $7,096 below the monthly need of $22,917. 

Total Income YTD:  Income is below projection by 
$6,024 

EXPENSE:  Most categories are within projections; the 
exceptions are: 

Visiting Preachers 
Advertising 
Repairs and Maintenance  

  

NET INCOME: 

 November:  Loss    ($2,753) 
 Year-to-Date:   Gain     $6,814 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 

 Total Balance:                $312,177 

IN REVIEW:   

As we head into the close of 2020, the Finance 
Team expresses our deep appreciation for 
leadership and our congregation.     We are 
FAMILY! 

Your continued and unwavering support 
demonstrates faithful resilience that will lead un 
into 2021 with the hope and love encouraged 
by this Christmas season.  

We are grateful for your partnership in ministry.   

Albert Davis, Treasurer 

The November 2020 Treasurer’s Report was 
approved.   
 
 
Old Business  
We look forward to rescheduling the program of 
Grief and Emotional Support with Dr. Rachel 
Ploskonka. 
 
New Business 
 
Status of in Person Worship 
The Council discussed the possibility of return-
ing to a combination of in person and live 
stream worship services.  The discussion cen-
tered on the current incidence  of COVID-19 in 
Indiana and Tippecanoe County, the high posi-
tivity rate, and the seriousness of the symptoms 
in many of those infected.    While the goal is to 
meet together, concern for the health of our 
congregation and our presiding ministers 
makes in person worship at this time ill advised.   
 
Al Davis moved that only online services with 
no in person worship take place at HTLC 
through Sunday, January 10, 2021.  Dave 
Krueger amended the motion to include that the 
present policy on use of the church by small 
groups remain in place until in person worship 
is possible.  The motion and amendment were 
seconded by Michele Russell, and passed 
unanimously.   
 
Follow up discussion included the intention to 
revisit the issue in the Council Meeting on Jan 
11, 2021, and a hope that soon we may safely 
resume in person worship.   
 
The HTLC Council would like to thank the 
Technology Committee for all their work to im-
prove the quality of live stream worship.  It is a 
blessing to have this option at this time.   
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2.  Status of Pastoral Search 
The next step for HTLC is participation in Exploring 
God’s Expectation workshop with Pastor Nyland.  Dur-
ing the recuperation of Nita Cunningham and at the 
request of the Council, Al Davis will contact Pastor 
Nyland for workshop information to share with the con-
gregation.   
 
3. Replacing Parish Administrator 
Council recognizes the difficulty of replacing Sue Lam-
bert, who faithfully supported all the ministries of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in addition to her administra-
tive duties.  Sue Davis has graciously agreed to fill in 
on a part time basis during the beginning of Sue Lam-
bert’s retirement.  Since there was no internal interest 
in the position, there will now be an external search for 
an administrator.  Plans for a retirement celebration on 
December 27 are complete and will be shared with the 
congregation.   
 
The HTLC Council is grateful for the work of Sue Da-
vis during this time of transition.   
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Committees communicated electronically as needed 
and did not meet in person. 
 
Evangelism –Report submitted.   
It may be possible to resume the Speaker series using 
Zoom.  Kevin Letcher will investigate steps to make 
large group Zoom meetings more secure.   

Technology – Report submitted.  The reliability and 
technical quality of live stream worship is greatly im-
proved.There is a need to train additional people to 
operate the live streaming equipment.   

Property – Report submitted.  
Completed and pending repairs and maintenance 
were listed.   
Many outdoor maintenance tasks were completed on 
Fall clean up day on November 14.  Thank you to 
Wayne Russell, K Letcher, D Lokke, F Garrott, Bob 
Montgomery, S Davis, S Harlow, D Lambert, and A 
Stavnheim for participating.   Advent decorations were 
placed in preparation for the Christmas season.   

Mutual Ministry – Mutual Ministry is working to support 
the search for a new Pastor and Parish Administrator.   

Christian Education – Pastor Lichtenberger is offering 
an Advent study for adults.  Diane Longdo is leading 
Sunday School and the Christmas program for the 
children.   
Youth – No new report 
Stewardship –No new report 
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DECEMBER COUNCIL  CONTINUED Worship/ Music – Report submitted. 
Carol is working with the presiding ministers 
planning worship.  Palms were pre-ordered for 
Passion Sunday.  Many bags of communion kits 
are being picked up.  Candles for Christmas 
Eve are bagged and can be picked 
up.  Livestream worship is going well with the 
presiding ministers working with Tom.   

Outreach –  Jubilee Christmas was successful  
Because of COVID-19, Pack Away Hunger will 
not take place as in previous years.  No alter-
nate activity has been announced.   
 
The HTLC Council gratefully acknowledges all 
the committee members and volunteers who 
give so generously of their time, talents, and 
resources to support the ministry at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
A  motion was passed to adjourn the meeting; 
council closed in prayer.   
 
Next meeting:  Monday, January 11, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 
The Church Council has made the very difficult 
decision to not conduct in-person services, in-
cluding Christmas Eve, due to the county 
Covid-19 positivity rate increasing 15%.  While 
the goal is to worship together, concern for the 
health, safety and welfare of our congregation, 
staff and presiding ministers makes in-person 
worship risky and ill-advised.  We will contin-
ue to hold only on-line services up through 
January 10, 2021.  Our Council will revisit this 
issue in the January 11, 2021 meeting.   
 
To be clear, the church has not been closed. 
Though we have been unable to gather for in-
person worship in order to be well and safe, we 
have still been the “gathered people of God.” We 
have also provided weekly worship for our mem-
bers through the gift of Live Streaming. We have 
been and will remain open and faithful to our call to 
proclaim the Gospel, gather for worship and praise, 
and reach out to the vulnerable and the needy. Our 
Church has remained alive, faithful, and active in 
love. 

HTLC Church Council 



 

 

Page 9 

 
LET ’S CELEBRATE  

 

THOUGHTS FOR  OUR CHURCH 

“After the season is over, the  

Christmas lights come down, the 

fragrance of pine dissipates into the 

air, and the Christmas music no 

longer plays on the radio, we may 

ask, ‘What happens next?’ The  

wonder and awe of Christmas is just 

a beginning.  

Christmas reminds us that the babe 

born in Bethlehem has given us  

purpose for living, and what       

happens next to us largely depends 

on how we embrace our Savior, Je-

sus Christ, and follow Him.” 

— Rosemary Wixom  

Birthdays 

  3  Gretchen Freese, Xavier Tetzloff 

18  Greg Rooze, Ardeth Criswell,  

       Mac Ritchie 

20  Sue Davis, Gene Rooze 

22  Al Davis 

24  Diane Longdo 

29  Cindi Rooze 

31  Bob Everson  

 

                    Anniversaries 

26  Andy & Vickie Tetzloff 

28  Pete & Charlene Sherry 
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December 27, 2020 was a day of 

celebration and gratitude as Sue 

Lambert completed more than 20 

years of service as our Parish Ad-

ministrator. 

Sue has played many roles and worn 

many hats during her tenure at 

HTLC.  Scroll to the bottom of 

HTLC’s webpage to see the video 

tribute to Sue’ time with us.  

 

https://www.holytrinitylafayette.com/ 

 

https://www.holytrinitylafayette.com/
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.htlcweb.org  

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 

Parish Administrator Role 

It’s impossible to replace Sue Lambert, 

but a short term staffing solution will 

put Mrs. Davis in the “Sue seat” for a 

couple months. 

Things will change because the        

position will become a part-time job in 

January.  Priorities will be preparing for 

worship services, coordinating use of 

the building, communicating HTLC 

news and helping members get       

pastoral care as needed. 

Sue Davis will check the church        

telephone messages and email each 

day; the office will be staffed two days 

a week rather than five.  We’ll adjust 

staffing days as work flow requires. 

Mutual Ministry has the responsibility 

for seeking candidates and making a 

staffing decision since we currently 

have a pastoral vacancy.   


